
 

 
BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

Regular Meeting  
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 at 8:15 AM  

Location:  Board Room, Courthouse 
or 

Virtual TEAMS Meeting Option 
Call-In #: 763-496-5929 - Conference I.D.: 773 806 682# 

 

  

8:15 Call the Board Meeting to Order: Board Chair Nelson 
    1. Pledge of Allegiance 
8:20 Regular Business 
    1. Agenda Confirmation 
    2. Minutes of September 5, 2023 
8:25 Consent Agenda 
    1. Assessor - Abatement for a travel trailer that had a current license plate 
    2. Regular Claims, Auditor Warrants, and Claims over 90 days 
    3. Claims Human Services, Public Health & Transit 
8:30 Commissioners 
    1. Open Forum 
    2. Reports and Correspondence 
    3. Appointments 
       a) Airport Commission  
       b) Cormorant Lakes Watershed District  
       c) Temporary Assistant County Veterans Service Officer - Oath of Office 
9:00 County Administrator 
    1. Report 
    2. Association of Townships - Fall Township Association Meeting - October 19, 2023 
    3. Joint Governance Meeting - October 3 at 7:00 am - Hosted by Becker County 
    4. Budget 2024 
    5. Resolution 09-23-2E - 2024 Becker County Proposed Tax Levy 
    6. Resolution 09-23-2F - Economic Development Authority (EDA) 2024 Tax Levy 
    7. Classification and Compensation Study, David Drown Associates (DDA) 
 Finance Committee 
9:20 Auditor-Treasurer 
    1. License List 
9:25 Human Services 
    1. Resolution 09-23-2C - Personnel Request - FT Registered Nurse 
9:30 Information Technology  
    1. Software Request MFA Approval 
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    2. Software Request Deployment 
9:40 Sheriff 
    1. Resolution 09-23-2B - Personnel Request - Deputy Sheriff 
    2. Resolution 09-23-2A - Personnel Request - Lieutenant 
    3. Resolution 0-23-2D - Purchase Request - Trailer 
9:50 Break 
10:00 Human Resources 
    1. Procurement Policy & Appeals 
    2. Reasonable Accommodations for Pregnant Workers Policy 
10:10 Highway 
    1. Low quote for Limited Site Investigation-Old Highway Facilities 
    2. Contract Amendment - CSAH 7 & 80 Design Services - Moore Engineering 
10:15 Land Use/Environmental Services 
    1. Solid Waste Assessment Review 
10:45 Planning & Zoning 
    1. Planning Commission Recommendations - 08/30/2023 
       a) Change of Zone from Agricultural to Residential 
       b) Conditional Use Permit to operate a Convenience Store and Gas Station 
       c) Conditional Use Permit to operate a Commercial Building with Retail Sales and Service 
    2. Community Based Comprehensive Plan Update 
 Closed Meeting - Labor Negotiations Strategy 
    1. Motion to close the meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. Section 13D.03 subd. 1(b) 
 Adjourn 
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    2. Software Request Deployment 
9:40 Sheriff 
    1. Resolution 09-23-2B - Personnel Request - Deputy Sheriff 
    2. Resolution 09-23-2A - Personnel Request - Lieutenant 
    3. Resolution 0-23-2D - Purchase Request - Trailer 
9:50 Break 
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    1. Motion to close the meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. Section 13D.03 subd. 1(b) 
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BOARD MEETING AS POSTED 

BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

DATE: TUESDAY, September 5, 2023, at 8:15 am 

LOCATION: Board Room, Courthouse 

 

1. Meeting was brought to order by Board Chair Nelson. Commissioners in attendance: 

Nelson, Okeson, Vareberg, Jepson and Meyer, County Administrator Pat Oman, and 

minute taker Peggy Martin.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Agenda/Minutes: 

1. Agenda Discussion – Commissioner Nelson asked for the addition of the Becker County 

Fair report to come after the Open Forum Discussion, and the removal of Regular 

Claims, auditor warrants, and claims over 90 days and Claims from Human Services, 

Public Health & Transit from the Consent Agenda. Commissioner Okeson asked to pull 

the Planning & Zoning items from the agenda to be heard during the next board 

meeting on September 19. Commissioner Meyer asked to include the amount of 

$70,000 to Resolution 09-23-1A – Victim Services Grant Award on the Consent Agenda. 

All Commissioners in favor, items carried. 

2. Minutes – Moved and second to approve minutes of August 15, 2023, with the 

requested changes (Okeson, Jepson) carried.  

3. Motion and second to approve the Consent Agenda (Jepson, Meyer) carried.  

 

Commissioners: 

1. Open Forum:  

• None 

2. Fair Board Report: presented by Karla Lindquist & Matt Thompson 

• Grandstand sales were up from last year. 

• Increase in number of exhibitors. 

• Update on finished projects and review of upcoming projects.  

 

Sheriff: presented by Todd Glander 

1. Motion and second to approve purchase of Verizon Cradlepoint equipment in the 

amount of $24,257.71 (Okeson, Vareberg) carried. 

2. Motion and second to approve 3 Chevrolet Tahoe Squad Cars in the amount of 

$49,198.48 per vehicle (Okeson, Jepson) carried. 
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3. Motion and second to approve the Becker County Historical Society to hold a Halloween 

Event at the Old Jail with coordination from the Sheriff Department (Okeson, Meyer) 

carried. 

4. Clarification of claim paid to Bad Boys Towing. It was a writ of execution and we have 

been reimbursed for our portion. 

 

Commissioners: 

3. Reports and Correspondence: Reports were provided on the following meetings: 

• Commissioner Jepson – EDA & Housing Subcommittee. 

• Commissioner Nelson – Becker Soil & Water, Joint Powers Meeting, Sheriff, NRM, 

Lakeland Mental Health. 

• Commissioner Vareberg – Highway, Environmental. 

• Commissioner Okeson – Highway, Environmental, Sheriff, PRWD, Airport, Prairie 

Lakes Municipal Solid Waste.  

• Commissioner Meyer – DAC, Historical Society, Transit update, Courthouse. 

4. AMC Meetings – Fall Policy Conference and Annual Meeting 

5. Appointments:  

• Motion and second to appoint Howard Kluender to the Recreational Advisory 

Committee as a Member at Large (Okeson, Meyer) carried.  

 

County Administrator: presented by Pat Oman. 

1. Report 

• Community Based Comprehensive Plan update – signed contract. Kickoff in 

September.  

• Bargaining unit negotiations to tentatively start at the end of September. 

• Safe Assure inspection in our buildings were favorable. 

• Meeting with Nick Lindberg our MCIT Safety contact. 

• Safety Event in Bemidji. 

2. Budget 2024 update.  

 

Auditor-Treasurer: presented by Mary Hendrickson. 

1. Regular Claims, Auditor Warrants, and Over 90 Days: 

    08/16/2023 in the amount of  $  53,321.80 

    08/20/2023 in the amount of $  40,858.91 

    08/22/2023 in the amount of  $440,668.67 

    08/29/2023 in the amount of   $  14,299.79 
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              Total of    $549,149.17 

Over 90 Days: 

BM Transport dated 03/04/2023 in the amount of $4,417.63, invoice just turned in. City 

of Detroit Lakes dated 12/20/2022 in the amount of $8,000.00, just received. 

Adam Douglas dated 04/04/2023 in the amount of $82.00, invoice just turned in. 

Dynamic Lifecycle dated 04/24/2023 in the amount of $1,593.26, just received. Goodin 

Company dated 04/28/2023 in the amount of $13.53, invoice just turned in. L & M Fleet 

dated 02/28/2023 in the amount of $43.59, invoice just turned in. 

Motion and second to approve payment of regular claims, auditor warrants, and claims over 

90 days (Okeson, Jepson) carried. 

2. Motion and second to approve payment of claims for Human Services, Public Health, 

and Transit (Jepson, Meyer) carried. 

3. Motion and second to accept June 2023 Cash Comparison, Sales Tax, and Investment 

Summary (Meyer, Okeson) carried. 

4. Motion and second to approve Resolution 09-23-1C – Repurchase Parcel 32.0259.004 

(Okeson, Jepson) carried. 

 

Maintenance: presented by Brent Bristlin. 

1. Motion and second to approve the flush, fill & strainers for the boiler in the courthouse 

in the amount of $59,750 to Johnson Controls Inc. (Okeson, Meyer) carried. 

 

Human Resources: presented by Carrie Smith. 

1. Class & Comp Study Review. 

2. Motion and second to approve updated Vacation Rate of Accrual (Okeson, Meyer) 

carried.  

 

Land Use/Environmental Services: presented by Steve Skoog and Mitch Lundeen  

1. Motion and second to approve Fall Timber Sales Tracts (Meyer, Okeson) carried. 

2. Motion and second to approve Capital Expenditure Request - Purchase a ½ Ton Pickup 

Truck up to $48,000 to come out of the Resource Development Fund (Okeson, Meyer) 

carried.  

3. Motion and second to approve a Capital Purchase Request – Bike Path Asphalt Overlay 

in the amount of $9,000 to Driveway Service (Okeson, Jepson) carried.  

4. Motion and second to approve Resolution 09-23-1E – Set Market Price for Solid Waste 

Management Tax – considering transportation costs, declare the 2024 Market Price for 

Mixed Municipal Solid Waste is $74.55 per ton (Vareberg, Okeson) carried. 
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5. Motion and second to approve the Demolition Cell Construction to Dennis Drewes Inc. 

in the amount of $252,560 (Okeson, Vareberg) carried.  

6. Motion and second to approve the Capital Purchase Request of 10 Motorola Radios 

from MidStates Wireless in the amount of $10,362.90 (Okeson, Vareberg) carried. 

7. Motion and second to approve the Sandblasting & Painting of the Used LP Tank to 

Advanced Sandblast & Paint LLC in the amount of $6,200 (Vareberg, Okeson) carried. 

8. Motion and second to approve the Annual Wood Grinding Request to Harbo Mulch Inc. 

in the amount of $26,775 with the City of Detroit Lakes paying their share (Okeson, 

Vareberg) carried.  

 

Highway: presented by Jim Olson 

1. Motion and second to approve the low quote for Wetland Delineation Work on CSAH 7 

& CSAH 16 to Houston Engineering in the amount of $10,841 (Okeson, Vareberg) 

carried. 

2. Motion and second to dispose of a 2009 Tandem Plow Truck and a 1995 Pup Trailer via 

online auction (Okeson, Vareberg) carried. 

3. Motion and second to approve Resolution 09-23-1F – Final Payment Acceptance – 003-

637-021 to Mark Sand & Gravel in the amount of $82,386.29 (Okeson, Vareberg) 

carried. 

4. Motion and second to approve Resolution 09-23-1G – Final Payment Acceptance – 003-

639-017 to Dennis Drewes, Inc. in the amount of $68,084.77 (Okeson, Vareberg) carried.  

 

 

Motion and second to close the meeting at 10:44 am pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.05 Subd. 

3(d) based on IT Infrastructure (Jepson, Meyer) carried. 

 

Motion and second to come out of closed session at 11:03 am (Meyer, Jepson) carried. 

 

Being no further business, Chair Nelson adjourned the meeting at 11:04 am.  

 

 

 

/s/______________________________           /s/ _______________________________ 

  Pat Oman      Barry Nelson 

  County Administrator    Board Chair 
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Abatements

9/19/2023

Amount Assessor Auditor Co Board Date On

Tag PIN Tax District Request for Abatement to Abate/Add Approve Approve Decision Original Revised Diff Mailed Web

3201 32.8005.370 Sugar Bush Twp TT Current License Plate -$354.34

-$354.34
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

Finance Committee Meeting  
Date: Monday, September 18, 2023 at 8:30 AM  

 
Location: 1st Floor – Board Meeting Room - Courthouse 

915 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 

 

  

 Administrator 
    1. Report 
    2. Budget 2024 
    3. Resolution 09-23-2E - 2024 Becker County proposed Tax Levy 
    4. Resolution 09-23-2F - Economic Development Authority (EDA) 2024 Tax Levy 
    5. Classification and Compensation Study 
 Auditor-Treasurer 
    1. Claims 
 Human Services 
    1. Resolution 09-23-2C - Personnel Request - FT Registered Nurse 
    2. Claims Human Services, Public Health & Transit 
 Information Technology 
    1. Software Request MFA Approval 
    2. Software Request Deployment 
 Assessor 
    1. Abatement 
 Sheriff 
    1. Resolution 09-23-2B - Personnel Request - Deputy Sheriff 
    2. Resolution 09-23-2A - Personnel Request - Lieutenant 
    3. Resolution 09-23-2D - Purchase Request - Trailer 
 Highway 
    1. Low quote for Limited Site Investigation-Old Highway Facilities 
    2. Contract Amendment - CSAH 7 & 80 Design Services-Moore Engineering 
 Land Use/Environmental Services 
    1. Solid Waste Assessment Review 
 Adjourn 
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From: Kelcey Klemm <KKiemm@dtyofdetroitlak.es.com> 

Sent Friday, September 8, 2023 4:31 PM 
To: Pat Oman <pat.oman@co.becker.mn.us>; John Okeson <jokeson@co.becker.mn.uS> 
ec: Mark Hagen <mar1c@mbedLcom>; Kari Tyson <KTyson@cttyofdetrottlakes.com>; Matt Brenk <MBrenk@dtvofdetroltlakes.com> 

Subject: (EXTERNAL] Airport Commission terms 

:BECKER COUNTY SECURITY NOTICE : 

L .. !~~~ .. ~.':':'.~.i~- ~~i~.i-~~~-~~?.?:' .. ~.~--~~~!!-'.~~ -~~~~-~: .~~~~~~-~- -~-~-~~-~-~- -~~~~.r:':. ~~!~~~?.~t~? .. ~.-:'J .. I!~.~~-~~-~~-~~~~~~~~ -~~-~.'?.~.~-i-~~!. ~~~~~~~.Y.~. ~~~:'! .. ~~-~- ~~~~~~=-~~! .. ':':'.C?.~~ -i.~.~-~~~~?.~ .P.!~.~-~-~~~~~-~~P.P.?.~ ....................................... ....................................................... .................................... ... ... ............... .. 
Commissioner Okeson and Administrator Oman : 

It's that time again where the City and County need to make 3-year appointments to the Airport Commission. The current t erms al l expire on 9/30/23. 

Per the Airport Commission Joint Powers Agreement, the City and County alternate appointing 3 of the 5 commissioners, whereby the City most recently had 3 appointments. Therefore, the County will need to appoint 3 members for the next 3-year term. 

The current commissioners are as fo llows: 

Airport Commission 

~Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 11 :30am 

913012023 (3n1 tenn) - City 913012023 (fulfilling vacated term}- City 

The City will be re--appointing Mark Hagen and Ross Gonitzke. The COunty can consider re--appointing Mark Green, Dave Sherbrooke, and John Okeson. 

Give me a call if you have any questions, 

Kelcey Klemm 
City AdmiDlstrator 

ef): •Ui.J 
Defroii-Lalces 

1025 Roose\·elt A\-enue 
Detroit Lakes MN 56501 

218-~7123 (Direct Line) 
'1.\'\A.\V.cityofdetroitlak:es.com 
"'NOTICE .. : E-mail ccrrespondence to a d f:cm t e City of Detroit Lues m a-.·be pubHc data subject to tne M i nesota Data Practices Act and/ or may be disclosed to thi-d pz.r.ies." 

Dave Shelbrooke 

913012023 (2nd tenn} - County 

Please note: Our offices have temporarily changed IOC31ion while we remodel City HaiL Our temporary location is 106 Holmes Street East (the old police department) which we'll be at until spring of 2024. 

John Okeson 

913012023 (4th tenn)- County 
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Managers: 
 

Ellis Peterson 

218.532.2104 

 

Jeff Moritz 

218.439.6044 

 

Mike Foley 

701.388.1846 

 

Lyle Hansen 

218.532.3993 

 

Sam Blattenbauer 

701.361.4173 

 

Inspectors: 
 

Cy Abel 

218.234.0607 

 

Administrator: 
 

Liz Larson 

218.234.6865 
 

 

 
 

Cormorant Lakes Watershed District 

10929 County Highway 5 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572-9324 

www.clwd.org    email: admin@clwd.org 

September 8, 2023 
 
 

Pat Oman 
Becker County Administrator 
915 Lake Avenue 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
 

The term for Cormorant Lakes Watershed District (CLWD) managers Mike 
Foley & Lyle Hansen expires December 31, 2023. Accordingly the watershed 
is requesting the Commissioners to publish appropriate notice of the need to 
fill the   position, a 3-year term, and to select a candidate. Both Mike and Lyle 
have expressed an interest in continuing in the capacity of Manager for the 
next term. 
 
In other background information, the term expirations for the other manager 
positions are as follows: 
  
 Sam Blattenbauer  December 31, 2024 
 Jeff Moritz   December 31, 2024 
 Ellis Peterson   December 31, 2025 
 
We are requesting to receive official written notice of the appointments after 
selection. These are important for the Managers and for our records. I also 
want to clarify that after an appointment is made by the Becker County Com-
missioners, the normal procedure is to send written notice of the confirmation 
to both the appointee and CLWD Administrator. 
 
If you have any questions or need other information, please let me know. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Liz Larson, CLWD Administrator 
 
 
CC:Barry Nelson, Becker County Commissioner 
Mary Hendrickson, Becker County Auditor-Treasurer 
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OATH OF OFFICE 

State of Minnesota) 

       )SS 

County of Becker  ) 

I, Donavon Strandberg, do solemnly swear that I will support the 

Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, 

and that I will faithfully and impartially execute and discharge the duties of the 

Assistant County Veterans Service Officer in the County of Becker, State of 

Minnesota, according to the law and to the best of my judgment and ability. So 

help me God. 

______________________________ 

(Signed) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

This Nineteenth Day of September 2023 

________________________________________ 

Matt Erickson, County Veteran Service Officer Administrator 
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2024 Becker County Budget Development Timeline 

 

Date(s) Objective(s) 

6/6/2023 & 6/20/2023 Board Meetings – Legislative Update, Survey Analysis and Benchmarking 

06/26/2023 Budget Worksheets to Department Heads 

06/26/2023 – 07/17/2023 Department Heads Complete Preliminary Budget 

07/17/2023 -08/01/2023 Department Head / County Administrator – Budget Review, Discussion 

08/4/2023 Revised Budget(s) Due from Dept. Heads 
 

08/7/2023-9/11/2023 Department Committees Review 

9/1/2023, 9/18/2023 Finance Committee Review 
 

9/19/2023 County Board Meeting to Review Budget, Set Preliminary Maximum Levy 
 

9/19/2023 – 12/14/2023 County Board / Department Head / County Administrator – Budget Review 

12/14/2023 County Board Meeting to Hold Public Budget Hearing / SMART Hearing 
 

12/19/2023 County Board Meeting to Adopt Final Budget, Levy 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 09-23-2E 

2024 BECKER COUNTY  

 PROPOSED TAX LEVY 

 

WHEREAS, Becker County is required by State Law to establish a proposed tax levy on or before 

September 30, 2023 for the year 2024 and set the date for the public meeting to discuss the budget; and    

 

WHEREAS, the final levy for 2024 cannot exceed this proposed levy; and 

WHEREAS, It is recognized that this is not the final levy, and the final levy will be established before 

December 31, 2023. As currently proposed, this will yield a $ 1,467,488   increase and represents a  

5.96 % increase from 2023 levy.  The County Budget Hearing to discuss the 2024 budget will be 

December 14, 2023 at 6:01 p.m. in the Board Room. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the proposed tax levy for 2024 is established as 

follows: 

Grand Total Max Levy:  $ 26,095,728    

 

Duly adopted this 19th day of September 2023 at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. 

 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

      BECKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/  Pat Oman                          /s/ Barry Nelson  ____ 

      Pat Oman        Barry Nelson 

      County Administrator                 Board Chair 

 

State of Minnesota ) 

         ) ss 

County of Becker   )  

 

I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of 

Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 

Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 

held September 19th, 2023, as recorded in the record of proceedings. 

 

  ______________________________ 

  Pat Oman 

  County Administrator 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA) TAX LEVY FOR 2024 

 

RESOLUTION 09-23-2F 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Becker County Economic Development Authority has established as its mission 

to enhance the quality of life by promoting and developing housing and economic opportunities; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, one of the tools available to the Becker County Economic Development Authority 

is a .0185% of taxable market value tax levy as provided for under Minnesota Statute Section 

469.033 Sub. 6;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Becker County Board of Commissioners 

approves including a Housing & Redevelopment Authority Tax Levy in the amount of  

$160,000.00  in the 2024 budget for the purpose of funding housing and economic related 

activities of the Becker County Economic Development Authority. 

 

Duly adopted this 19th day of September 2023 at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. 

 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

      BECKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Pat Oman     /s/ Barry Nelson     

     Pat Oman               Barry Nelson 

     County Administrator        Board Chair 

 

State of Minnesota     ) 

                                   ) ss 

County of Becker       ) 

 

 

I, the undersigned being the duly appointed Administrator of the County of Becker, State of 

Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution passed, 

adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting held September 19, 

2023 as recorded in the record of proceedings. 

 

 

 

 ______________________________   

 Pat Oman 

                                                                              County Administrator 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 9/19/2023 
BECKER COUNTY AUDITOR TREASURER 

 
 
     Tobacco License – Renewal 
 

 1. Kalberer’s Korner – Tyer Kalberer – Lakeview Township 
 
 2. Richwood Off-Sale – John P Johnson – Richwood Township 
 
 3. Cormorant Bottle Shop – J-Rod Enterprises – Cormorant Township 
 

  4. Ice Cracking Lodge – Tandra Parsons – Round Lake Township 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

RESOLUTION # 09-23-2C  

Full-time Registered Nurse    
  
  
WHEREAS, there is a need to hire a full-time Registered Nurse position.   

  

  

WHEREAS, if filling that vacancy creates another vacancy in Human Services then to fill that 

vacancy also.  

  

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED That the Board of County Commissioners of Becker 

County, Minnesota, approves the hiring of a full-time Registered Nurse.   

  

  

Duly adopted this 19th day of September 2023, at Detroit Lakes, MN.  

  

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

                  Becker County, Minnesota  

  

ATTEST:  

  

/s/             Pat Oman                    /s/          Barry Nelson        

                 Pat Oman                Barry Nelson  

                 County Administrator                                 Board Chair  

  

  

State of Minnesota )  

           ) ss  

County of Becker   )    

  

  

I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of  

Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 

Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 

held September 19, 2023, as recorded in the record of proceedings.  

  

  

  

    ______________________________  

    Pat Oman  

    County Administrator  
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Date:  September 19, 2023 

To:  Becker County Commissioners 

From:  Denise Warren, Human Services Director 

            

RE:  Personnel Request 

Action Request:  Request to pass Resolution 09-23-2C:  To hire one (1) full-time Registered Nurse as a 

Special Needs Basic Care (SNBC) Care Coordinator.   

Justification:  This FT Registered Nurse request will enable us to fulfill duties and activities associated 

with the Special Needs Basic Care (SNBC) Program. We currently have 1 full-time RN SNBC Care 

Coordinator (CC) and the caseload is too high for 1 CC to effectively manage member needs, DHS 

requirements, and contract obligations.  On 1-1-23, UCare had a redesign which caused an increase in members 

assigned to Becker County Public Health.  Becker County Public Health also committed to be the delegate for 

Medica, which also has more members assigned than originally anticipated.  

In prior years, the number of assigned members between 2 health plans was an average of 150 members/month. 

As of 1-1-23, the average assigned members between UCare and Medica has been 410 members/month.  UCare 

members make up 80% of this total.  We continue to see a steady increase in individuals enrolling in health 

plans due to enhanced benefits on health plans compared to fee for service, especially transportation, dental 

benefits, and health incentive programs.  

When compared to other delegates, the average caseload for 1 CC is 120-130 per CC.  Since 1-1-23, we have 

increased case aide and OSS support to help with the required every 6-month phone calls, assessment 

scheduling and arranging transportation.  We have continued to identify the need for an additional CC despite 

the increased support of case aide and OSS. 

To meet the required CC duties of all members assigned to Becker County Public Health, we estimate 80 hours 

per week is needed.  This additional position will help us to fulfill contract obligations, DHS requirements, 

member needs, and maximize revenue.   

Cost Analysis:   

REGISTERED NURSE 
C-43 1 

2023 COST TO 
FILL 

CURRENT 
COST 

2024 
COST 

2023 
BUDGET 

SALARY (Step 10)  $            17,240   $          -   $          80,764   $          - 

PERA  $               1,293   $          -   $            6,057   $          - 

HEALTH  $               2,901   $          -   $          17,408   $          - 

FICA  $               1,319   $          -   $            6,178   $          - 

UNIFORM/SEVERANCE         

TOTAL  $            22,753   $          -   $        110,408   $         -  
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Current year cost: $ 22,753  Year over year cost: $ 110,408   

Cost Explanation:  

There is a current and subsequent year cost as we are proposing adding a position. The UCare & Medica health 

plan revenues more than cover the cost of the resulting two care coordinator positions as well as the required 

support staff.    

Options:  

1) Dropping the UCare health plan: 

A. There will be an impact on Becker County enrolled members. Care Coordinators would not be 

local and not as familiar with the local resources.  

B. Impact on current RN CC position- the CC would have Medica clients only with approx.75-80 

members/month. This caseload would not be enough for a full-time position. 

 

2) Contract with Maxim Healthcare Services for a full-time Registered Nurse to perform CC duties while 

keeping both health plans: 

A. Base Rate- $83-88/hr for a RN or SW depending on whether working remotely or on-site.  

B. The cost for 1-year full-time Maxim staffing would be approx. $173,000. 

 

3) Add/Hire an additional 1 Full-time Registered Nurse inhouse: 

A.      Increasing the number of individuals in case coordination is the primary goal for member               

benefit and to maximize revenues.  

B. With UCare members, our current member engagement rate is 28% and Medica current 

engagement rate is at 24%.  UCare will pay one-time bonuses for engagement thresholds met.  

 

FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS OF 
ALL OPTIONS Releasing UCare 

Contract 

Contracting with 
MAXIM for 1 FT 

Nurse 
Hiring  Addt'l          
1 FTE Nurse 

2023  Receipts  $           453,110   $             478,110   $                478,100  

2023 Expenses  $           141,700   $             307,934   $                155,592  

2023 Net Revenue  $           311,410   $             170,176   $                322,508  

        

2024 Receipts  $           115,200   $             538,500   $                538,500  

2024 Expenses  $             75,000   $             307,839   $                256,000  

2024 Net Revenue  $             40,200   $             230,661   $                282,500  

        

Total Net Revenue ’23 & ‘24  $           351,610   $             400,837   $                605,008  
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BECKER COUNTY 
IT Department 

915 Lake Avenue • Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
218-846-7230 

 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR ACTION             Date: 9/19/2023 
 
SUBJECT: VPN Security Software 
 
THROUGH:  IT Department, Courthouse Committee and Finance Committee 
 
TO:  Becker County Commission 
 

1. References: 
MFA Security Software which is the recommended vendor from Becker County’s 
LASO and MEI our primary security vendor.  

 
2. Discussion:  VPN Security Licenses 

Description per unit 
$ 

Number 
of Units 

Cost  

Security Software as a Service 
24 Months 

$ 5.90 6000 $ 
35,400.00 

Subtotal $ 5.90   $ 
35,400.00 

Additional Discount     -$ 1,351.78 

Total     $ 
34,048.22 

 
3.  Funding  

a. Funding Special General Fund 
 

4. Action – recommend approving the quote for VPN Security Licenses for 24 months 
 

5. The point of contact for this is Judy Dodd, IT Director, 218-846-7200 X7332 
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BECKER COUNTY 
IT Department 

915 Lake Avenue • Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
218-846-7230 

 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR ACTION             Date: 9/19/2023 
 
SUBJECT: Deployment Software  
 
THROUGH:  IT Department, Courthouse Committee and Finance Committee 
 
TO:  Becker County Commission 
 

1. References: 
   SmartDeploy is an endpoint management software service that simplifies and                                 
accelerates Windows OS and application deployment across any PC.  
 

2. Discussion:  VPN Security Licenses 
 

Item Description per unit $ Number 
of Units 

Cost  

SDDD06RY 1 year SmartDeploy Subscription $ 14.04 375 $ 
5,265.00 

Total       $ 
5,265.00 

 
 

3.  Funding  
a. Funding Special General Fund 

 
4. Action – recommend approving the quote for SmartDeploy for 1 Year 

 
5. The point of contact for this is Judy Dodd, IT Director, 218-846-7200 X7332 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION #09-23-2B 

Full-Time Deputy Position 
 
 
WHEREAS, there is a need to fill a full-time deputy position to meet the needs of public 
safety for Becker County; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. That the Board of County Commissioners of 
Becker County, Minnesota, approves to hire a full-time deputy position through the 
normal hiring process and if this position creates a vacancy, then to fill that position 
using the most recent internal/external list or to re-advertise if necessary.    
 
 
Duly adopted this 19th day of September 2023, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Pat Oman                  /s/    Barry Nelson   
                 Pat Oman      Barry Nelson 
                 County Administrator                             Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the 
County of Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of 
Commissioners at a meeting held September 19th, 2023, as recorded in the record of 
proceedings. 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Pat Oman 
  County Administrator 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION #09-23-2A 

Full-Time Lieutenant Position 
 
 
WHEREAS, there is a need to fill a full-time lieutenant position to meet the needs of 
public safety of Becker County; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. That the Board of County Commissioners of 
Becker County, Minnesota, approves to hire a full-time lieutenant position through the 
normal hiring process and if this position creates a vacancy, then to fill that position 
using the most recent internal/external list or to re-advertise if necessary.    
 
 
Duly adopted this 19th day of September 2023, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Pat Oman                  /s/    Barry Nelson   
                 Pat Oman      Barry Nelson 
                 County Administrator                             Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the 
County of Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of 
Commissioners at a meeting held September 19th, 2023, as recorded in the record of 
proceedings. 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Pat Oman 
  County Administrator 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION NO. #09-23-2D 

SALE OF TRAILERS AND PURCHASE OF A TRAILER  
 
 
WHEREAS, Becker County has a need to replace the current 2021 Ameri-Pro utility trailer and 
2008 Newman’s utility trailer because they will not fit both our snowbalance and/or 
ATV/Snowmobile; 
 
WHEREAS, Becker County has a need for a three-place snowmobile trailer for emergency 
response and search and rescue;  
 
WHEREAS, the County will sell both the 2021 Ameri-Pro utility trailer and 2008 Newman’s utility 
trailer to the highest bidder.  Those proceeds will assist in purchasing a new three-place trailer.  
The grant will also assist in the purchase; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of County Commissioners of Becker 
County, Minnesota, authorizes the County Sheriff to sell the two said trailers and replace it with 
a purchase of a new three-place trailer to the lowest quote. 
  
Duly adopted this 19th day of September, 2023, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
   
/s/             Pat Oman                  /s/         Barry Nelson    
                 Pat Oman           Barry Nelson 
                 County Administrator                               Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of 
Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 
held September 19, 2023, as recorded in the record of proceedings. 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Pat Oman 
  County Administrator 
      

Page 25 of 91



Page 26 of 91



Page 27 of 91



1  

COUNTY PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES 

INTRODUCTION 

The Becker County Board of Commissioners previously passed a county procurement procedure 

policy in October of 1995. That policy has been amended from time to time by action of the 

Becker County Board of Commissioners. It is the intent of the Board that the following policy 

shall supersede the previous policy and all amendments thereto. 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for achieving the best value for products and 

services, to facilitate economical volume purchasing to promote a good working relationship 

with suppliers, to promote budget awareness and budget control, and to clearly define 

responsibility. 

 
Becker County will adhere to the Minnesota Uniform Municipal Contracting Law as set forth in 

Minnesota Statute Section 471.345, which statute provides as follows: 

 

Subd. 1. Municipality defined. For purposes of this section, “municipality” means a 

county, town, city, school district or other municipal corporation or political subdivision 

of the state authorized by law to enter into contracts. 

 

Subd. 2. Contract defined. A “contract” means an agreement entered into by a 

municipality for the sale or purchase of supplies, materials, equipment, or the rental 

thereof, or the construction, alteration, repair, or maintenance of real or personal 

property. 

 

Subd. 3.Contracts over $175,000. If the amount of the contract is estimated to 

exceed $175,000, sealed bids shall be solicited by public notice in the manner and 

subject to the requirements of the law governing contracts by the particular 

municipality or class thereof. With regard to repairs and maintenance of ditches, the 

provisions of section 103E.705, subdivisions 5, 6, and 7, apply. 
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Subd. 3a.Contracts over $175,000; best value alternative. As an alternative to the 

procurement method described in subdivision 3, municipalities may award a contract 

for construction, alteration, repair, or maintenance work to the vendor or contractor 

offering the best value under a request for proposals as described in section 16C.28, 

subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (2), and paragraph (c). 
 

Subd. 4.Contracts exceeding $25,000 but not $175,000. If the amount of the 

contract is estimated to exceed $25,000 but not to exceed $175,000, the contract may 

be made either upon sealed bids or by direct negotiation, by obtaining two or more 

quotations for the purchase or sale when possible, and without advertising for bids or 

otherwise complying with the requirements of competitive bidding. All quotations 

obtained shall be kept on file for a period of at least one year after receipt thereof. 

 

Subd. 4a.Contracts exceeding $25,000 but not $175,000; best value alternative.  

As an alternative to the procurement method described in subdivision 4, 

municipalities may award a contract for construction, alteration, repair, or 

maintenance work to the vendor or contractor offering the best value under a request 

for proposals as described in section 16C.28, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (2), 

and paragraph (c). 

 

Subd. 5.Contracts $25,000 or less. If the amount of the contract is estimated to be 

$25,000 or less, the contract may be made either upon quotation or in the open 

market, in the discretion of the governing body. If the contract is made upon quotation 

it shall be based, so far as practicable, on at least two quotations which shall be kept 

on file for a period of at least one year after their receipt. Alternatively, municipalities 

may award a contract for construction, alteration, repair, or maintenance work to the 

vendor or contractor offering the best value under a request for proposals as described 

in section 16C.28, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (2), and paragraph (c). 
 

Subd. 5.a. County or town rental contracts. If the amount of a county or town contract 

for the rental of equipment is estimated to be $60,000 or less, the contract may, in the 

discretion of the county or town board, be made by direct negotiation by obtaining two or 

more quotations for the rental, when possible, and without advertising for bids or 

otherwise complying with the requirements of competitive bidding. All quotations shall 

be kept on file for a period of at least one year after their receipt. 

 

Becker County will adhere to Minnesota Statute Section 375.21 Subd. 1, which provides as 

follows: 

 

Subdivision 1.Procedure, conditions. When required by the dollar limitations of 

section 471.345, a contract for work or labor, or to purchase furniture, fixtures, or 

other property, or to construct or repair roads, bridges, or buildings shall be made by a 

county board only after advertising for bids or proposals in a qualified legal 

newspaper of the county. For the purchase of property or for work and labor, two 

weeks' published notice that proposals will be received, stating the time and place, 
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shall be given. For the construction or repair of roads, bridges, or buildings, three 

weeks' published notice shall be given. The notice shall state the time and place of 

awarding the contract and contain a brief description of the work. Every contract shall 

be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder and duly executed in writing. The person 

to whom a contract is awarded for work or labor or for the construction or repair of 

roads, bridges, or buildings shall give a sufficient bond to the board for its faithful 

performance. If no satisfactory bid is received, the board may readvertise. 

 
An advertised standard requirement price contract for supplies or services established 

by competitive bids may contain an escalation clause and may provide for a 

negotiated price increase or decrease. The escalation or negotiated change shall be 

based upon a demonstrable industrywide or regional increase or decrease in the 

vendor's costs. 

Every contract made without compliance with this section is void. 

In case of an emergency arising from the destruction or impassability of roads or 

bridges by floods, rain or snow, or other casualty, or from the breaking or damaging 

of any property in the county, if the public health, safety, or welfare would suffer by 

delay, contracts for purchase or repairs may be made without advertising for bids, but 

in that case the action of the board shall be recorded in its official proceedings. 

Subd. 1b.Best value alternative. As an alternative to the procurement method 

described in subdivision 1, a county board may award a contract for construction, 

building, alteration, improvement, or repair work to the vendor or contractor offering 

the best value under a request for proposals as described in section 16C.28, 

subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (2), and paragraph (c). 
. 

331A.12 WEB SITE ADVERTISEMENT FOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECT 

BIDS. 

 

Subdivision 1.Definitions. 

(a) The terms defined in this subdivision and section 331A.01 apply to this section. 

(b) "Web site" means a specific, addressable location provided on a server connected 

to the Internet and hosting World Wide Web pages and other files that are generally 

accessible on the Internet all or most of the day. 

 
Subd. 2.Designation. 

At the meeting of the governing body of a political subdivision at which the 

governing body designates its official newspaper for the year, the governing body 

may designate in the same manner publication of transportation projects on the 

political subdivision's Web site. Publication on the Web site may be used in place of 

or in addition to any other required form of publication. Each year after designating 
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publication on the Web site for transportation projects, the political subdivision must 

publish, in a qualified newspaper in the jurisdiction and on the Web site, notice that 

the political subdivision will publish any advertisements for bids on its Web site. 

 
Subd. 3.Form, time for publication same. 

A political subdivision that publishes on its Web site under this section must post the 

information in substantially the same format and for the same period of time as 

required for publication in an official newspaper or other print publication. 

 
Subd. 4.Record retention. 

A political subdivision that publishes notice on its Web site under this section must 

ensure that a permanent record of publication is maintained in a form accessible by 

the public. 

 
Under state law, county boards may enter into contracts without the need for competitive bidding 

in the case of an emergency as set forth in Minnesota Statute Section 375.21 and 375.22, for 

noncompetitive supplies and equipment pursuant to Minnesota Statute Section 471.36, and for 

contracts for personal or professional services. 

 

I. 

 

PURCHASING RESPONSIBILITIES  

The Auditor-Treasurer Office shall be responsible for the 

recording of fixed assets, the compilation of data and the 

recording of stored items. 

 

II. 

 

PURCHASING RESPONSIBILITIES AND ORGANIZATION 

AUTHORIZED DEPARTMENT REQUISITIONS 

In order to fulfill the requests of the departments in a timely manner, each department head in the 

County shall provide to the County Administrator the name or names of individuals within the 

department, if any, who have authority to approve purchases for each department, other than the 

department head. 
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III. 

PURCHASING ETHICS 

GENERAL STATEMENT 

Becker County wants to be known as an open and truthful organization. Becker County’s 

purchasing procedures will be conducted in a manner that demonstrates the highest standards of 

business conduct in relationship to the County departments, suppliers, and the general public. In 

all pursuits, purchasing is unequivocally in support of the existing laws, and acts of questionable 

nature or legality will not be tolerated. 

 
County employees, officers and agents in a position to procure goods or services will abide by the 

County’s Conflict of Interest policy, located within  Becker County’s Personnel Policy. This provision 

includes an employee’s documentation of potential and actual conflicts of interest. 

 

County employees, officers or agents must neither solicit nor accept any payment of expense, 

compensation, gift reward, gratuity, favor, service or promise of future employment or any other future 

benefit from any source except the County for any activity related to the duties of the employee unless 

otherwise provided by law. County employees, officers or agents must neither solicit nor accept anything 

of monetary value from contractors or parties to subcontractors. 

 

IV. 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

PURCHASE ORDERS 

 

No material, equipment, travel, and/or services shall be charged to Becker County nor shall an 

invoice for such material and/or services be approved for payment, unless covered by a purchase 

order. 

 

All purchase orders must be approved and signed by the appropriate department head or his/her 

designee as set forth in Section II and according to the procedures set forth below. 

1. Purchase requests in excess of $175,000 or equipment rentals in excess of 

$60,000. All purchase requisitions in excess of $175,000 must be competitively 

bid unless subject to a legal exception. For the rental of equipment, competitive 

bidding is required if the contract is estimated to be more than $60,000. 

 

2. Purchase requests of more than $25,000 but not more than $175,000. All 

purchase requisitions of more than $25,000 but not more than $175,000 require 

two or more written quotations when possible. All quotations shall be kept on file 

for a period of at least one year after receipt thereof. 

 

3. Purchase requests of less than $25,000. All purchase requisitions of less than 

$25,000 may be made either upon quotation or in the open market. If  the 

purchase is made upon quotation, it shall be based, so far as practicable, on at 

least two quotations, which shall be kept on file for a period of at least one year 

after their receipt. 
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Purchase orders require approval as follows: 

 

4. Purchase requisitions of less than $3,000 require approval of the department 

head or his/her authorized designee. 

 

5. Purchase requisitions of more than $3,000 but not more than $5,000 shall be 

approved by the department head and/or authorized designee and the County 

Administrator. 

 

6. Purchases exceeding $5,001 shall be approved by the department head or his/her 

authorized designee, the appropriate committee assigned, the County 

Administrator, and the Board of Commissioners. 

 

There are occasions when the lowest bidder may not receive the order. These occasions must be 

justified in writing by the department head and the County Administrator. If there is a lack of 

agreement between these parties on vendor choice, the ultimate decision rests with the Becker 

County Board of Commissioners. 

 

Within its discretion, the County Board may require competitive bidding for any purchase of 

$175,000 or less. 

 

This policy shall not prohibit the County Board from entering into contracts or making purchases 

without competitive bidding when not required by state law. 

V. 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

QUOTATION REQUESTS 

 

All requests to suppliers for formal quotations and formal bids on material, equipment, or 

services will be made after review by the Administrator’s Department. For all quotes, a  

complete description (specification) of the materials, equipment, or services desired should be 

furnished to the Administrator’s Department. The description should include use, quantity 

desired, and delivery address. In making requests for equipment, consideration should be given 

to the economics of duplicating existing equipment in order to reduce capital investment in 

“spare stocks.” No attempt should be made to confine quotations to any one supplier by 

specifications, trade name, or manufacturer. Quotations shall be retained on file for a period of 

one year after the purchase is made or the project is considered dropped. The quoting suppliers 

should be notified of the status of the quotations at reasonable intervals. All successful 

quotations will be acknowledged, via a purchase order, with a reference to the quotation request 

number and any supplier file reference. 

 

The County will not disclose the prices of one supplier to a competitive supplier. All quotations 

are to be retained in confidence and requests for disclosure shall be made to the county 

administrator or his/her designee. This policy shall not prohibit disclosure once a bid or quote is 

accepted. 
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VI. 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

PURCHASE ORDER 

 

Requisitions for products and services will be researched to find the appropriate product, vendor, 

and price. The County Administrator will approve a purchase order to acquire these products. 

The purchase order is completed as follows: 

 

1. Vendor – name and address from whom the product or service was secured. 

 

2. Ship To – place where the merchandise will be shipped. 

 

3. Item – vendor’s item number. 

 

4. Description – short description of the product or services ordered. 

 

5. Comments – any additional information. 

 

6. Authorized Signatures – signatures of department head (or authorized person) and 

county administrator releasing the purchase order. 

 

7. County voucher information for payment, account number, etc. 

 

VII. 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

PURCHASE ORDERS 

(RETURNS) 

 

The merchandise and invoice can be returned directly from your department; however, it is 

necessary to contact the Administrator’s Department and accounts payable in the Auditor- 

Treasurer’s Office so the purchase order or item is cancelled and corrected as required. 

VIII.. 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

BLANKET ORDERS AND EXCEPTIONS 

 

Blanket orders are used to cover the purchase of repetitive items (i.e. items bid in bulk or 

quantity, professional services, gas, gravel, technical service, technical items, repair parts, or 

small dollar purchases less than $50 from the same vendor). For example, blanket orders are 

commonly used by the Maintenance and Parks Department for the purchase of repair parts. If 

you should see a need for a blanket purchase order, please contact the Administrator’s 

Department and request that a blanket purchase order be released to a particular vendor and for 

what purpose. Purchasing will review all requests and issue an appropriate blanket purchase 
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order. 

 

Blanket Purchase Order Example: 
 

1. Items bid in bulk or quantity 

2. Contracted professional services 

3. Contracted technical services 

4. Purchase of routine repair parts and service 

 

An emergency purchase is defined as a purchase that cannot wait until a Board of 

Commissioners meeting and a purchase that cannot wait until the County Administrator can 

review and approve the purchase. 

 

Emergency purchases may be approved by the Auditor-Treasurer and the County Administrator 

upon request of a department head or his/her designee. In the absence of the Administrator, the 

County Board Chair may give approval. The purchase will be presented to the County Board as 

soon thereafter as possible. 

 
 

IX. 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE PROCEDURES 

(INVOICES FROM PURCHASE ORDERS) 

 

As a normal practice, the Administrator’s Department requests that all vendors include its 

purchase order number on their invoices. This assists all departments if there should be any 

questions regarding the invoice. The Administrator’s Department needs a copy of the invoice 

attached to the purchase order. The purchase order states an address for delivery of the product 

or service. Invoices for all departments, other than Highway and Human Services, will be sent to 

accounts payable in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office. Departments will code payments with the 

proper account number on its copy of the purchase order. After receipt of the merchandise or 

service, the department will also place a check mark for items received. This completed copy of 

the purchase order will be forwarded to accounts payable in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office for 

payment. Human Services will follow a similar procedure within its department and its accounts 

payable. The Highway Department will match purchase orders with invoices, code with the 

appropriate cost account number and forward to accounts payable for recording and payment. 

 

X. 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE PROCEDURE 

(ACCOUNT CODING) 

 

The account coding is a function by the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office that can be found in the most 

recent chart of accounts or expenditure reports from the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office. Items are 
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charged to appropriate accounts based on the codes submitted by the requesting department on 

the purchase order unless not conducive to that line item. 

 

All purchase orders are coded based on the codes submitted by the requesting department on the 

requisition form. 

 

XI. 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

CONTRACTS 

 

At times, a contract, rather than a purchase order, will be used in the procurement of goods or 

services. Any contract in an amount of $25,000 or more shall be reviewed for form and content 

by the Becker County Attorney. Any contract of less than $25,000 shall be reviewed by the 

County Attorney when deemed advisable by the County Board, County Administrator, or 

respective department head. 

 
 

Approved this 19th Day of September 15, 2023, by the Becker County Board of Commissioners. 
 

 
 

 
 

ATTEST: 

Barry Nelson 

Board Chair 

 

 
 

Pat Oman 

County Administrator 
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Draft 09/15/2023 

Becker County Quote/Bid/Proposal Protest 

Becker County recognizes the need to review and resolve complaints about its purchasing practices and 

procedure and has adopted this Policy to provide for any complaints. Any actual or prospective vendor 

or contractor who is aggrieved in connection with the solicitation or award of contract may protest to 

the County Administrator.  

A. Bid Protest. Each protest must be in writing and delivered by a certified letter to the County 

Administrator within five (5) business days of the County’s notice of award and must include:  

1. A notice of protest;  

2. A statement of facts and the reasons for the protest;  

3. All supporting documentation; and  

4. Address all correspondence to: Becker County Administrator, 915 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, 

MN 56103.  
B. Notification of Bid Protest   

As soon as a bid protest is received, all award activity will be suspended. The Purchasing Manager and 

the Buyer will gather all relevant information about the solicitation, evaluation, and award of the bid and 

provide it to the County Administrator.  

C. Decision.  

The County Administrator will review the information relevant to the solicitation and will decide on the 

merits of the protest, in a prompt manner but not longer than ten (10) days after the bid protest was 

received. The decision will be mailed to the protestor at the address set forth in the bid protest. A copy 

of the decision will be posted on the County Website. All documentation concerning the bid protest and 

the decision will be retained in the Administrative Office.  

D. Appeal Process. 

 An appeal of the County Administrator decision shall be in writing and delivered by a certified letter by 

the protestor to County Administration within (5) business days of the release of the decision and must 

include:   

1. A notice of an appeal to the County Administrator. 

2. A statement of the nature and the reasons for the appeal, including claimed errors;  

3. All supporting documents; and a fee to cover the County’s cost for determining a bid protest 
will be made in the form of a certified check payable to the Becker County Treasurer, in the 
amount of $1,000. All fees will be returned if the protest is upheld, otherwise the fee is non-
refundable.  

4. The County Administrator will include all relevant information to be reviewed before the 
Board of Commissioners during the next scheduled meeting following receipt of the protest.  

5. The complainant will be presented with an opportunity for the protester to present their case 
to the County Board.  
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Draft  

Draft 09/15/2023 

E. Appeal Decision. Upon the conclusion of the appeal, the County Board will issue a decision by vote of 

the board. Becker County personnel will track all costs (wages, expenses, etc.) spent in the appeals 

process. The total cost will be subtracted from the $1,000 deposit. Any remaining balance will be 

returned to the vendor. If the appeal is upheld, the total deposit will be returned.  
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Draft 08/01/2023/consideration for approval 09/19/23 

Reasonable Accommodations for Pregnant Workers Policy 

 

Purpose 

As required by the Federal Pregnant Workers Fairness Act (PWFA), Becker County will provide 

reasonable accommodations to employees and applicants with limitations related to pregnancy, 

childbirth, or related medical conditions, unless the accommodation will cause undue hardship 

to Becker County’s operations. 

Policy 

An employee or applicant may request an accommodation due to pregnancy, childbirth, or a 

related medical condition by submitting the request in writing to human resources (HR). The 

accommodation request should include an explanation of the pregnancy-related limitations, the 

accommodation needed and any alternative accommodation(s) that might be reasonable. 

Depending on the nature of the accommodation, the individual may be requested to submit a 

statement from a health care provider substantiating the need for the accommodation. 

Upon receipt of a request for accommodation, HR will contact the employee or applicant to 

discuss the request and determine if an accommodation is reasonable and can be provided 

without significant difficulty or expense, i.e., undue hardship.  

While the reasonableness of each accommodation request will be individually assessed, 

possible accommodations include allowing the individual to: 

• Sit while working. 

• Drink water during the workday. 

• Receive closer-in parking. 

• Have flexible hours. 

• Receive appropriately sized uniforms and safety apparel. 

• Receive additional break time to use the bathroom, eat and rest. 

• Take time off to recover from childbirth. 

• Be excused from strenuous activities and/or activities that involve exposure to 

compounds deemed unsafe during pregnancy.  

An employee may request leave as a reasonable accommodation under this policy; however, 

Becker County will not require an employee to take time off if another reasonable 

accommodation can be provided that will allow the employee to continue to work. 

Becker County prohibits any retaliation, harassment, or adverse action due to an individual’s 

request for an accommodation under this policy or for reporting or participating in an 

investigation of unlawful discrimination under this policy. 
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Braun Intertec Corporation 
526 10th Street NE, Suite 300 
P.O. Box 485 
West Fargo, ND 58078 

 

Phone: 701.232.8701 
Fax:      701.232.7817 
Web:    braunintertec.com 

AA/EOE 

September 12, 2023  Proposal QTB184480 
 
 
Mr. Jim Olson 
Becker County Highway Department 
200 State Street East 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
 
Re: Proposal for Standard Scope Limited Site Investigation 

Becker County Highway Department 
 200 State Street East 
 Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

Leak Site LS0022049 
 
Dear Mr. Olson: 
 
Braun Intertec Corporation is pleased to present this proposal to conduct a Standard Scope Limited Site 
Investigation (LSI) of the referenced site. The work will comply with current Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) Petroleum Remediation Program Guidance Documents as appropriate. This proposal 
details the Scope of Services and provides estimated costs for the proposed work. 
 

Background 
 
A gasoline and diesel fuel release related to an underground storage tank (UST) was recently discovered 
at the Site. The scope of work in this proposal is intended to evaluate the extent and degree of soil, 
groundwater, and soil vapor impacts related to the release and to assess risk to actual or potential 
receptors. 
 

Scope of Services – Limited Site Investigation (LSI) 
 
The Scope of Services for the Standard Scope LSI includes the following components: 
 

1. Prepare a Site-Specific Health and Safety Plan. 
 

2. Notify the MPCA in advance of field work, notify the MPCA of important investigation findings, 
and communicate with the applicant regarding scheduling and investigative results. 

 
3. Complete a risk evaluation in accordance with MPCA Guidance Document 4-02 including a 

walking survey, water line permeation receptor survey, evaluation of nearby surface water 
receptors, vapor receptor survey, and surface soil survey. 

 
4. Prior to drilling or excavating, Braun Intertec or the subcontractor will contact Gopher State One 

Call and arrange for notification of the appropriate utility vendors to mark and clear the 
investigation locations of public underground utilities. You, or your authorized representative, 
are responsible to notify Braun Intertec before we begin the work of the presence and location 
of any underground objects or private utilities that are not the responsibility of public agencies. 
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In addition, Braun Intertec fees include a budget to retain a private locate company to mark 
private utilities that are not the responsibility of public agencies. Upon the request of 
Braun Intertec, the property owner must also be available to assist the private locate company 
in determining the presence of any underground objects or the location of utilities. 
Braun Intertec will not be liable for any damages resulting from unidentified or misidentified 
underground objects or utilities. Further, Braun Intertec reserves the right to stop work if 
underground objects or utilities are suspected or known to exist, but locations cannot be 
accurately determined. The cost of the private utility locate ($300 to $500) is not included in the 
standard scope and therefore not included in this proposal. 

 
5. Advance one push probe to 40 feet below ground surface (bgs) in the vicinity of the source of 

the release (if possible). Advance four push probes to 25 feet bgs or to the depth required by 
MPCA Guidance Document 4-01. The four probes are intended to surround and define the 
extent of the petroleum release, if possible. Determine depth to groundwater in each boring, 
if encountered. 

 
6. Collect soil samples continuously from the borings for geologic classification and field screening. 

Use a photoionization detector (PID) to screen the soil samples for elevated concentrations of 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) following MPCA headspace techniques. 

 
7. Collect seven soil samples to be analyzed by a certified laboratory for gasoline range organics 

(GRO), diesel range organics (DRO) and petroleum volatile organic compounds (PVOCs). 
 

8. Collect three samples of soil from below the water table for grain size analysis (sieve and 
hydrometer). 

 
9. Collect groundwater samples from each probe boring (five samples if groundwater is 

encountered) to be analyzed at a laboratory for GRO, DRO and VOCs. Field parameters will be 
collected from each temporary monitoring well with sufficient water volume. 

 
10. Collect appropriate quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) samples for laboratory analysis 

including trip blanks and one groundwater duplicate. 
 

11. Conduct a vapor intrusion assessment in accordance with MPCA Guidance Document 4-01a. 
Five push probe borings will be advanced to 10 feet bgs. A soil vapor sample will be collected 
from each of borings using air canisters and analyzed for VOCs by EPA Method TO-15 and for 
fixed gases (oxygen, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, and methane) by EPA Method 3C. The 
cost of the fixed gas analysis ($175 per sample) is not included in the standard scope and 
therefore not included in this proposal. 
 

12. Prepare an Investigation Report using Guidance Document 4-06 as required by MPCA. As part of 
the report, a Site Conceptual Model (SCM) will be prepared to help provide the framework for 
evaluating site-specific exposure pathways upon which site management decisions are based. 
The results of the investigation and evaluation of the SCM will be used to determine if additional 
investigation, remediation, or site closure is appropriate. An electronic copy of the Investigation 
Report will be submitted to the MPCA on your behalf. Braun Intertec will also provide an 
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electronic copy of the report to you. A paper copy of the report can be provided to you upon 
request. 

 

Cost Estimate 
 
Braun Intertec will provide the services described herein on an hourly and unit-cost basis. The estimated 
cost breakdown summary is provided on the attached Petrofund Standardized Proposal and Invoice 
Form. 
 
The estimated cost of $13,263.20 presented is based on the Scope of Services described herein and the 
assumption that the proposal will be authorized within 30 days and that the project will be completed 
within the proposed schedule. The estimated cost will not be exceeded by more than 10% without 
additional authorization. 
 
Please note that Braun Intertec and our selected subcontractors are registered by the Petrofund. You 
may be eligible for reimbursement of up to 90% of the costs of this project from the Minnesota 
Department of Commerce Petrofund. Following completion of all or most of the project, a Petrofund 
reimbursement application for costs associated with the project can be prepared. The cost to prepare a 
Petrofund reimbursement application is not included in this proposal. Upon your request, Braun Intertec 
will provide you with an estimate of the fee to prepare the application and will proceed upon your 
authorization. The fee for preparation of the reimbursement application itself is not reimbursable 
according to Petrofund rules. 
 

Scheduling 
 
Field work will be initiated within two to three weeks of receiving your authorization, depending on 
sampling probe equipment availability. The field work is estimated to take one day to complete. Typical 
turnaround time on laboratory analysis is approximately 8 to 10 business days for all samples. A draft 
report will be forwarded to you within three to four weeks after receipt of laboratory analytical results. 
 
If the proposed Scope of Services cannot be completed according to this schedule due to circumstances 
beyond control, Braun Intertec will notify and discuss with you the revised schedule. 

 
MDH Environmental Well Sealing Notification Form and Sealing Record 
 
The soil borings are planned to be 25 feet or deeper.  Therefore, the Minnesota Statutes requires 
Braun Intertec to (1) submit by mail a Sealing Notification Form and (2) submit a Sealing Record after the 
completion of the borings. The Sealing Notification Form requires a signature of the current property 
owner, or their agent, and Braun Intertec needs to submit this to the Minnesota Department of Health 
(MDH) prior to mobilization to the site. A copy of the Sealing Notification Form is attached at the end of 
this proposal for your signature. The fees for the MDH Sealing Notification and the Sealing Record are 
included in the cost estimate. 
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Assessment Limitations 
 
Please note the Scope of Services for the proposed investigation, in conjunction with the existing data, is 
designed to evaluate the potential presence of soil, groundwater, and soil vapor contamination. 
However, because there is a fixed number of sampling locations proposed, the Scope of Services 
proposed herein may not fully define the extent of contamination that may be present at the Site. 
Additional investigation may be required to fully evaluate the extent of impacts, to determine corrective 
actions or to obtain closure from the MPCA.  If field conditions indicate the need for additional soil 
borings or analytical samples, Braun Intertec will contact you for authorization before proceeding. 
 

Acceptance of Proposal/General Remarks 
 
Braun Intertec appreciates the opportunity to present this proposal to you. This proposal is being sent in 
an electronic version only. Braun Intertec would be happy to meet with you to discuss the proposed 
Scope of Services further and clarify the various scope components.  
 
After reviewing this proposal: 
 

1. Please sign and return a copy of the following signature page to Braun Intertec as notification of 
acceptance and authorization to proceed.  

 
2. Complete, sign, and return the Well Owner portion of the MDH Well Sealing Notification form 

and return a copy of the complete form. Braun Intertec will complete and submit to MDH on 
your behalf. 

 
3. Sign and notarize the third page of the Petrofund Standardized Proposal and Invoice Form.  

Email the complete original copy of the proposal and form to Braun Intertec. 
 
If anything in this proposal is not consistent with your requirements, please let Braun Intertec know 
immediately. 
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We include the Braun Intertec General Conditions, which provide additional terms and are a part of our 
agreement. 
 
Braun Intertec appreciates the opportunity to provide professional services for you on this project. If 
you have questions regarding the contents of this proposal, please contact Ted Hubbes at 218.969.5833 
or thubbes@braunintertec.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
BRAUN INTERTEC CORPORATION 
 
 
 
Ted R. Hubbes, PG, CHMM 
Group Manager, Senior Scientist 
 
 
 
Daniel P. Barrett 
Principal Scientist 
 
Attachments: 
Petrofund Standardized Proposal and Invoice Form for Limited Site Investigation, Standard Scope 
MDH Well Sealing Notification Form 
General Conditions – (1/1/2018) 
 
 
The proposal including the Braun Intertec General Conditions is accepted, and you are authorized to 
proceed: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Authorizer’s Firm 
 
_______________________________________ 
Authorizer’s Signature 
 
_______________________________________ 
Authorizer’s Name (please print or type) 
 
_______________________________________ 
Authorizer’s Title 
 
_______________________________________ 
Date 
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MPCA Leak #

Leaksite Name

Address Site Address

Amount Proposed
Amount Invoiced for 

Proposed Tasks

Administrative Tasks 

     Agency status update 141.00$                       $

     Applicant status update [drilling] 282.00$                       $

     Background review -$                              $

     Field work notification and scheduling 282.00$                       $

     Health and safety plan 282.00$                       $

     Nonspecific administration 257.00$                       $

     Sample shipping and transportation 96.00$                          $

Consultant Drilling and Excavation Activities

     Drilling oversight, field log prep, & soil sampling [25' or shallower boring] 768.00$                       $

     Drilling oversight, field log prep, & soil sampling [boring deeper than 25'] -$                              $

     Surveying & surveying equipment -$                              $

     Utility clearance -$                              $

Field and Receptor Surveys

     Surface water receptor survey and risk evaluation 192.00$                       $

     Vapor receptor survey and risk evaluation 192.00$                       $

     Water well receptor survey and risk evaluation 192.00$                       $

Sampling

     Groundwater sampling (other than permanent monitoring well) 192.00$                       $

Submissions to Agency

     Investigation report preparation (LSI only) 3,626.00$                    $

Travel and Per Diem

     Travel time 288.00$                       $

     Vehicle mileage 115.20$                       $

     Per diem -$                              $

Equipment and Field Supplies Charges (list items included in proposal below)

    Trimble Rover, per hour -$                              $

    iPad/R1 Field Data GPS, per day -$                              $

    Photoionization detector (PID), per day -$                              $

    Water level indicator, per day -$                              $

    Water quality meter w/ 4m cable, per day 120.00$                       $

    Peristaltic pump, per day 40.00$                          $

    LDPE water tubing, per foot -$                              $

    Teflon-lined PE soil gas tubing, per sample -$                              $

Contractor Services Included in this Proposal 

Analytical Services

     7 soil samples 763.00$                       $

     5 groundwater samples 1,195.00$                    $

     3 grain size analysis 300.00$                       $

     5 soil gas samples 1,195.00$                    $

Drilling, Direct Push Technology

     4 push probes to 25', 1 push probe to 40', 5 push probes to 10'

Retraction Force =  < 15,000 lbs. or > 15,000 lbs. (circle one) 2,000.00$                    $

     Push probe sealing 70.00$                          $

     Mobilization/demobilization (drilling) (0 - 50 miles one way) 600.00$                       $

     Mobilization/demobilization (drilling) (51- 500 miles one way) -$                              $

     Mobilization/demobilization (drilling) (over 500 miles one way) -$                              $

-$                              $

Other Tasks

     Well permit(s) 75.00$                          $

     Private utility locate -$                              $

13,263.20$                $

Total Proposed

Amount Invoiced for 

Proposed Tasks

7/2022

$10 per foot

$278 per surveying event

$141 per field work event

$293 per step of services

$761 per drilling event/see rule

$821 per leak site

$366 per leak site

Petroleum Tank Release Cleanup Fund 

Task Description

$278 per field work event/see rule

$132 per shipping event

Petrofund Maximum Unit Cost

     Standardized Proposal and Invoice Form       

$293 per utility clearance event

$103 per hour

$205 per leak site

$220 per boring

$1,025 per leaksite/see rule

Standard Scope 

Limited Site Investigation (LSI)

Applicant Name

LS0022049

Becker County Highway Department

200 State Street East

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

Becker County Highway Department

200 State Street East

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

$52 per sampling point/see rule

$1,102 per leaksite/see rule

$5,092/see rule

$366

$0.96 a mile

$293 / hr. > 15,000 lbs.

$198 / hr. < 15,000 lbs. 

Disposable items = Cost to buy the 

items

Reusable items = Lesser of purchase 

or rental cost

$198 per day per person

see Minn. Rule 2890.2900

     Per diem

Analysis Type

`

Page 1 of 2

$1.46 per ft.

$366 plus $9 per mile over 50

$198 per day / per person

$3,221

$733 per clearance event

EPA Method TO-15, full scan & Method 3C

see Minn. Rule 2890.3000
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INVOICE SUMMARY (to be completed by consultant after the work has been performed)

$

$

(enter amount associated with column A of the Change Order form)

$

Consultant Providing Above Proposal

Contact Person

Phone

Fax

E-mail Address

9/12/2023

Consultant Signature Date

Petrofund Registration Number

NOTARIZATION (of applicant signature)

Signed or attested before me this ____ day

of ________________________, 20____.

Date

Notary Public

My Commission Expires _____________________

7/2022Page 2 of 2

[stamp]

(enter amount from page 1)

APPLICANT

To accept this proposal, sign and date it in front of a notary public. 

Consultant Company

CONSULTANT

thubbes@braunintertec.com

Braun Intertec Corporation

Ted Hubbes

218.263.8869

218.263.6700

1252Braun Intertec Corporation

     Standardized Proposal and Invoice Form       

Petroleum Tank Release Cleanup Fund 

Limited Site Investigation (LSI)

Standard Scope

Company

X

Signature of applicant indicating acceptance

Applicant Name (please print)

Consultant Name (please print)   

GRAND TOTAL AMOUNT INVOICED FOR WORK PERFORMED

This proposal must be signed and dated by the consultant.

I hereby certify that this document accurately reflects the details specified in the RFP dated ___N/A___________ and the anticipated costs for a limited 

site investigation or full remedial investigation, which total $__13,263.20___________________. I further certify that the hourly rates to be charged for 

consultant services ___ WILL  _X_ WILL NOT exceed the maximum hourly labor rates for consultant services listed in Minn. Rule 2890.1400 [Maximum 

hourly rates are as follows: SLP = $190, MLP = $141, ELP = $103, FT = $96, DP = $81, WP = $58]. If line is not marked, it is assumed to be "will not."

Total amount invoiced for proposed tasks 

Total amount invoiced for tasks not proposed 

X Ted Hubbes
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Braun Intertec Corporation 
526 10th Street NE, Suite 300 
P.O. Box 485 
West Fargo, ND 58078 

 

Phone: 701.232.8701 
Fax:      701.232.7817 
Web:    braunintertec.com 

AA/EOE 

September 12, 2023  Proposal QTB84480 
 
 
Mr. Jim Olson 
Becker County Highway Department 
200 State Street East 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
 
Re: Minnesota Department of Health Well Sealing Notification Form 

Becker County Highway Department 
 200 State Street East 
 Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 

Leak Site LS0022049 
 
Dear Mr. Olson: 
 
Please have the property owner, representative or agent complete the “Well Owner” section only of 
the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Well Sealing Notification form below and return it to 
Braun Intertec along with the signed proposal. We will complete the remainder of the form and submit 
it to the MDH. 
 
NOTE: This form must be completed and returned to Braun Intertec prior to us scheduling the 
mobilization of our equipment and crews to the project site. 
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Section 1: Agreement 
1.1  Our agreement with you consists of these 
General Conditions and the accompanying written 
proposal or authorization (“Agreement”). This 
Agreement is the entire agreement between you 
and us. It supersedes prior agreements. It may be 
modified only in a writing signed by us, making 
specific reference to the provision modified.  

1.2 The words “you,” “we,” “us,” and “our” 
include officers, employees, and subcontractors.  

1.3 In the event you use a purchase order or 
other documentation to authorize our scope of 
work (“Services”), any conflicting or additional 
terms are not part of this Agreement. Directing us 
to start work prior to execution of this Agreement 
constitutes your acceptance. If, however, mutually 
acceptable terms cannot be established, we have 
the right to terminate this Agreement without 
liability to you or others, and you will compensate 
us for fees earned and expenses incurred up to the 
time of termination.  

Section 2: Our Responsibilities 
2.1 We will provide Services specifically 
described in this Agreement. You agree that we 
are not responsible for services that are not 
expressly included in this Agreement. Unless 
otherwise agreed in writing, our findings, opinions, 
and recommendations will be provided to you in 
writing. You agree not to rely on oral findings, 
opinions, or recommendations without our 
written approval.  

2.2 In performing our professional services, we 
will use that degree of care and skill ordinarily 
exercised under similar circumstances by 
reputable members of our profession practicing in 
the same locality. If you direct us to deviate from 
our recommended procedures, you agree to hold 
us harmless from claims, damages, and expenses 
arising out of your direction. If during the one year 
period following completion of Services it is 
determined that the above standards have not 
been met and you have promptly notified us in 
writing of such failure, we will perform, at our 
cost, such corrective services as may be necessary, 
within the original scope in this Agreement, to 
remedy such deficiency. Remedies set forth in this 
section constitute your sole and exclusive recourse 
with respect to the performance or quality of 
Services. 

2.3 We will reference our field observations and 
sampling to available reference points, but we will 
not survey, set, or check the accuracy of those 
points unless we accept that duty in writing. 
Locations of field observations or sampling 
described in our report or shown on our sketches 
are based on information provided by others or 
estimates made by our personnel. You agree that 
such dimensions, depths, or elevations are 
approximations unless specifically stated 
otherwise in the report. You accept the inherent 
risk that samples or observations may not be 
representative of things not sampled or seen and 
further that site conditions may vary over distance 
or change over time. 

2.4 Our duties do not include supervising or 
directing your representatives or contractors or 
commenting on, overseeing, or providing the 
means and methods of their services unless 
expressly set forth in this Agreement. We will not 
be responsible for the failure of your contractors, 
and the providing of Services will not relieve 
others of their responsibilities to you or to others.  

2.5 We will provide a health and safety program 
for our employees, but we will not be responsible 
for contractor, owner, project, or site health or 
safety.  

2.6 You will provide, at no cost to us, 
appropriate site safety measures as to work areas 
to be observed or inspected by us. Our employees 
are authorized by you to refuse to work under 
conditions that may be unsafe.  

2.7 Unless a fixed fee is indicated, our price is an 
estimate of our project costs and expenses based 
on information available to us and our experience 
and knowledge. Such estimates are an exercise of 
our professional judgment and are not guaranteed 
or warranted. Actual costs may vary. You should 
allow a contingency in addition to estimated costs.  

Section 3: Your Responsibilities 
3.1 You will provide us with prior environmental, 
geotechnical and other reports, specifications, 
plans, and information to which you have access 
about the site. You agree to provide us with all 
plans, changes in plans, and new information as to 
site conditions until we have completed Services.  

3.2 You will provide access to the site. In the 
performance of Services some site damage is 
normal even when due care is exercised. We will 
use reasonable care to minimize damage to the 
site. We have not included the cost of restoration 
of damage in the estimated charges.  

3.3 You agree to provide us, in a timely manner, 
with information that you have regarding buried 
objects at the site. We will not be responsible for 
locating buried objects at the site. You agree to 
hold us harmless, defend, and indemnify us from 
claims, damages, losses, penalties and expenses 
(including attorney fees) involving buried objects 
that were not properly marked or identified or of 
which you had knowledge but did not timely call to 
our attention or correctly show on the plans you or 
others furnished to us.  

3.4 You will notify us of any knowledge or 
suspicion of the presence of hazardous or 
dangerous materials present on any work site or in 
a sample provided to us. You agree to provide us 
with information in your possession or control 
relating to such materials or samples. If we 
observe or suspect the presence of contaminants 
not anticipated in this Agreement, we may 
terminate Services without liability to you or to 
others, and you will compensate us for fees 
earned and expenses incurred up to the time of 
termination.  

3.5 Neither this Agreement nor the providing of 
Services will operate to make us an owner, 
operator, generator, transporter, treater, storer, 
or a disposal facility within the meaning of the 
Resource Conservation Recovery Act, as amended, 
or within the meaning of any other law governing 
the handling, treatment, storage, or disposal of 
hazardous substances. You agree to hold us 
harmless, defend, and indemnify us from any 
damages, claims, damages, penalties or losses 
resulting from the storage, removal, hauling or 
disposal of such substances.  

3.6 Monitoring wells are your property, and you 
are responsible for their permitting, maintenance, 
and abandonment unless expressly set forth 
otherwise in this Agreement.  

3.7 You agree to make all disclosures required by 
law. In the event you do not own the project site, 
you acknowledge that it is your duty to inform the 
owner of the discovery or release of contaminants 
at the site. You agree to hold us harmless, defend, 
and indemnify us from claims, damages, penalties, 
or losses and expenses, including attorney fees, 
related to failures to make disclosures, disclosures 
made by us that are required by law, and from 
claims related to the informing or failure to inform 
the site owner of the discovery of contaminants.  

Section 4: Reports and Records 
4.1 Unless you request otherwise, we will 
provide our report in an electronic format. 

4.2 Our reports, notes, calculations, and other 
documents and our computer software and data 
are instruments of our service to you, and they 
remain our property. We hereby grant you a 
license to use the reports and related information 
we provide only for the related project and for the 
purposes disclosed to us. You may not transfer our 
reports to others or use them for a purpose for 
which they were not prepared without our written 
approval. You agree to indemnify, defend, and 
hold us harmless from claims, damages, losses, 
and expenses, including attorney fees, arising out 
of such a transfer or use.  

4.3 If you do not pay for Services in full as 
agreed, we may retain work not yet delivered to 
you and you agree to return to us all of our work 
that is in your possession or under your control. 

4.4 Samples and field data remaining after tests 
are conducted and field and laboratory equipment 
that cannot be adequately cleansed of 
contaminants are and continue to be your 
property. They may be discarded or returned to 
you, at our discretion, unless within 15 days of the 
report date you give us written direction to store 
or transfer the materials at your expense. 

4.5 Electronic data, reports, photographs, 
samples, and other materials provided by you or 
others may be discarded or returned to you, at our 
discretion, unless within 15 days of the report date 
you give us written direction to store or transfer 
the materials at your expense.  
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Section 5: Compensation 
5.1 You will pay for Services as stated in this 
Agreement. If such payment references our 
Schedule of Charges, the invoicing will be based 
upon the most current schedule. An estimated 
amount is not a firm figure. You agree to pay all 
sales taxes and other taxes based on your 
payment of our compensation. Our performance is 
subject to credit approval and payment of any 
specified retainer.  

5.2 You will notify us of billing disputes within 15 
days. You will pay undisputed portions of invoices 
upon receipt. You agree to pay interest on unpaid 
balances beginning 30 days after invoice dates at 
the rate of 1.5% per month, or at the maximum 
rate allowed by law.  

5.3 If you direct us to invoice a third party, we 
may do so, but you agree to be responsible for our 
compensation unless the third party is 
creditworthy (in our sole opinion) and provides 
written acceptance of all terms of this Agreement.  

5.4 Your obligation to pay for Services under this 
Agreement is not contingent on your ability to 
obtain financing, governmental or regulatory 
agency approval, permits, final adjudication of any 
lawsuit, your successful completion of any project, 
receipt of payment from a third party, or any 
other event. No retainage will be withheld. 

5.5 If you do not pay us in accordance with this 
Agreement, you agree to reimburse all costs and 
expenses for collection of the moneys invoiced, 
including but not limited to attorney fees and staff 
time.  

5.6 You agree to compensate us in accordance 
with our Schedule of Charges if we are asked or 
required to respond to legal process arising out of 
a proceeding related to the project and as to 
which we are not a party.  

5.7 If we are delayed by factors beyond our 
control, or if project conditions or the scope or 
amount of work changes, or if changed labor 
conditions result in increased costs, decreased 
efficiency, or delays, or if the standards or 
methods change, we will give you timely notice, 
the schedule will be extended for each day of 
delay, and we will be compensated for costs and 
expenses incurred in accordance with our 
Schedule of Charges.  

5.8 If you fail to pay us in accordance with this 
Agreement, we may consider the default a total 
breach of this Agreement and, at our option, 
terminate our duties without liability to you or to 
others, and you will compensate us for fees 
earned and expenses incurred up to the time of 
termination.  

5.9 In consideration of our providing insurance 
to cover claims made by you, you hereby waive 
any right to offset fees otherwise due us.  

Section 6: Disputes, Damage, and Risk Allocation 
6.1 Each of us will exercise good faith efforts to 
resolve disputes without litigation. Such efforts 
will include, but not be limited to, a meeting(s) 

attended by each party’s representative(s) 
empowered to resolve the dispute. Before either 
of us commences an action against the other, 
disputes (except collections) will be submitted to 
mediation.  

6.2 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 
this Agreement, neither party hereto shall be 
responsible or held liable to the other for 
punitive, indirect, incidental, or consequential 
damages, or liability for loss of use, loss of 
business opportunity, loss of profit or revenue, 
loss of product or output, or business 
interruption.  

6.3 You and we agree that any action in relation 
to an alleged breach of our standard of care or this 
Agreement shall be commenced within one year 
of the date of the breach or of the date of 
substantial completion of Services, whichever is 
earlier, without regard to the date the breach is 
discovered. Any action not brought within that 
one year time period shall be barred, without 
regard to any other limitations period set forth by 
law or statute. We will not be liable unless you 
have notified us within 30 days of the date of such 
breach and unless you have given us an 
opportunity to investigate and to recommend 
ways of mitigating damages. You agree not to 
make a claim against us unless you have provided 
us at least 30 days prior to the institution of any 
legal proceeding against us with a written 
certificate executed by an appropriately licensed 
professional specifying and certifying each and 
every act or omission that you contend constitutes 
a violation of the standard of care governing our 
professional services. Should you fail to meet the 
conditions above, you agree to fully release us 
from any liability for such allegation. 

6.4 For you to obtain the benefit of a fee which 
includes a reasonable allowance for risks, you 
agree that our aggregate liability for all claims 
will not exceed the fee paid for Services or 
$50,000, whichever is greater. If you are 
unwilling to accept this allocation of risk, we will 
increase our aggregate liability to $100,000 
provided that, within 10 days of the date of this 
Agreement, you provide payment in an amount 
that will increase our fees by 10%, but not less 
than $500, to compensate us for the greater risk 
undertaken. This increased fee is not the purchase 
of insurance. 

6.5 You agree to indemnify us from all liability 
to others in excess of the risk allocation stated 
herein and to insure this obligation. In addition, 
all indemnities and limitations of liability set 
forth in this Agreement apply however the same 
may arise, whether in contract, tort, statute, 
equity or other theory of law, including, but not 
limited to, the breach of any legal duty or the 
fault, negligence, or strict liability of either party. 

6.6 This Agreement shall be governed, 
construed, and enforced in accordance with the 
laws of the state in which our servicing office is 
located, without regard to its conflict of laws rules. 
The laws of the state of our servicing office will 
govern all disputes, and all claims shall be heard in 
the state or federal courts for that state. Each of 
us waives trial by jury.  

6.7 No officer or employee acting within the 
scope of employment shall have individual liability 
for his or her acts or omissions, and you agree not 
to make a claim against individual officers or 
employees.  

Section 7: General Indemnification  
7.1 We will indemnify and hold you harmless 
from and against demands, damages, and 
expenses of others to the comparative extent they 
are caused by our negligent acts or omissions or 
those negligent acts or omissions of persons for 
whom we are legally responsible. You will 
indemnify and hold us harmless from and against 
demands, damages, and expenses of others to the 
comparative extent they are caused by your 
negligent acts or omissions or those negligent acts 
or omissions of persons for whom you are legally 
responsible.  

7.2 To the extent it may be necessary to 
indemnify either of us under Section 7.1, you and 
we expressly waive, in favor of the other only, any 
immunity or exemption from liability that exists 
under any worker compensation law.  

7.3 You agree to indemnify us against losses and 
costs arising out of claims of patent or copyright 
infringement as to any process or system that is 
specified or selected by you or by others on your 
behalf.  

Section 8: Miscellaneous Provisions 
8.1 We will provide a certificate of insurance to 
you upon request. Any claim as an Additional 
Insured shall be limited to losses caused by our 
negligence.  

8.2 You and we, for ourselves and our insurers, 
waive all claims and rights of subrogation for 
losses arising out of causes of loss covered by our 
respective insurance policies. 

8.3 Neither of us will assign or transfer any 
interest, any claim, any cause of action, or any 
right against the other. Neither of us will assign or 
otherwise transfer or encumber any proceeds or 
expected proceeds or compensation from the 
project or project claims to any third person, 
whether directly or as collateral or otherwise.  

8.4 This Agreement may be terminated early 
only in writing. You will compensate us for fees 
earned for performance completed and expenses 
incurred up to the time of termination.  

8.5 If any provision of this Agreement is held 
invalid or unenforceable, then such provision will 
be modified to reflect the parties' intention. All 
remaining provisions of this Agreement shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

8.6 No waiver of any right or privilege of either 
party will occur upon such party's failure to insist 
on performance of any term, condition, or 
instruction, or failure to exercise any right or 
privilege or its waiver of any breach. 
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Becker County Planning Commission  1 

August 30th, 2023 2 

 3 

Members Present: Chairman Dave Blomseth, Tom Disse, Kohl Skalin, Tommy Ailie, County 4 

Commissioner Erica Jepson, Harvey Aho, Nick Bowers, Steve Lindow, Jeff Moritz, Kim 5 

Mattson, Commissioner John Okeson, Craig Hall, Mary Seaberg, and Zoning Director Kyle 6 

Vareberg. Members Absent: none 7 

  8 

Chairman Dave Blomseth called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 9 

Introductions were given. Becker County Zoning Technician Nicole Bradbury recorded the minutes. 10 

 11 

Harvey Aho made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 28th, 2023, meeting. Skalin 12 

second. All members in favor. Motion carried.  13 

 14 

Chairman Dave Blomseth explained the protocol for the meeting and stated that the 15 

recommendations of the Planning Commission would be forwarded to the County Board of 16 

Commissioners for final action. Applicant one (1) will be forwarded to Lake Eunice Township 17 

for final action. Applicant two (2) will be forwarded to Detroit Township for final action.  18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

New Business: 22 

 23 

1. APPLICANT: AJR BCL Storage LLC 13996 Deerpoint Rd Audubon, MN 56511 24 

Project Location: 14201 Tradewinds Rd Audubon, MN 56511 LEGAL LAND 25 

DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 17.0079.001 Section 07 Township 138 Range 26 

042; 7-138-42 PT GOVT LOT 7: COM S QTR COR SEC 7, E 326.23' TO POB; E 27 

921.77', N 1319.04', W 858.1', S 22.6', W 33.79' TO CTR RD, S AL CTR RD 28 

473.85', W 33.06', S 788.51' TO POB. TRACT B. LESS PLAT (6.41AC) 29 

APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a first 30 

Supplemental Plat for units thirteen (13) through twenty-one (21) of TRADE WINDS 31 

NEIGHBOR’S STORAGE. 32 

 33 

 34 

As there was no one present to present the application and no one to speak for or against the 35 

application testimony was closed. 36 

 37 

Moritz stated that the Cormorant Lakes Watershed District (CLWD) had no issues with the 38 

project.  39 

 40 

 41 

MOTION: Moritz motioned to approve the application as presented; Bowers 42 

second. Roll Call; All in favor. Motion carried. 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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2. APPLICANT: Michael D Anderson 213 Willow St E Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 47 

Project Location: 25641 Brolin Beach Rd Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 LEGAL 48 

LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 08.0292.003 Section 16 Township 139 49 

Range 041; 16-139-041 PT GOVT LOTS 2 & 3: BEG SWLY COR LOT 1 50 

GRAVELLE AC TH S 456.82', E 329.79', N 419.07' TO SLY LN GRAVELLE AC, 51 

NWLY 332.58 TO POB AKA TRACT A 2015 REF : 1.96 AC MOVED TO 52 

BROLIN BCH CONDOS APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 53 

Request a first Supplemental Plat for units nine (9) through sixteen (16) of BROLIN 54 

BEACH CONDOS. 55 

 56 

 57 

There was no one present to present the application. 58 

 59 

Clayton Schott, condo owner, asked how the applicant was able to construct the building before 60 

doing the final plat. He also shared his concerns that there weren’t more notifications give in the 61 

preliminary stages of the project. 62 

 63 

Vareberg explained that they constructed the building first and then spotted the common walls 64 

for the plat. He also explained that the preliminary plat was approved by the City of Detroit 65 

Lakes in 2014, and everyone would have been notified at that time. 66 

 67 

Testimony closed. 68 

 69 

 70 

MOTION: Aho motioned to approve this application as presented. Seaberg second. 71 

Roll Call; All in favor. Motion carried. 72 

 73 

 74 

 75 

3. APPLICANT: Jill L Mohn & Kevin J Mohn 34172 Camp Cherith Rd Frazee, MN 76 

56544 Project Location: 23899 Co Rd 104 & 23938 Highview Oaks Rd Detroit 77 

Lakes, MN 56501 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Numbers: 24.0236.001 78 

& 24.0237.000 Section 31 Township 140 Range 041; 31-140-41 NE1/4 NE1/4 W OF 79 

TH 59, LESS S 720' W OF TH 59. LESS 2.82AC (24-236-0, TRACT B). TRACT A. 80 

&S 720' OF NE1/4 OF NE1/4 W OF HWY #59 EX .21 AC FOR HWY 81 

APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Change of Zone 82 

from Agricultural to Residential. 83 

 84 

 85 

 86 

Kevin Mohn presented the application and explained his desire to develop the land for residential 87 

use. 88 

 89 

Ailie asked about the north parcel and the proposed land locked split and asked if there would be 90 

an easement. 91 

 92 
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Mohn said yes. He will work with Meadowland on driveway locations. 93 

 94 

Skalin commented on the fact that most of the county was blanket zoned Agricultural. 95 

 96 

Ailie mentioned the fact that there is a residential neighborhood in that area. 97 

 98 

As there was no one to speak for or against the application testimony was closed. 99 

 100 

 101 

 102 

MOTION: Disse motioned to approve this application as presented. Seaberg second. 103 

Roll Call; All in favor. Motion carried. 104 

 105 

 106 

 107 

5. APPLICANT: Daniel J Lake 51080 Co Hwy 40 Menahga, MN 56464 Project 108 

Location: TBD Co Hwy 40 Menahga, MN 56464 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: 109 

Tax ID Number: 37.0148.001 Section 34 Township 139 Range 037; 34-139-037 110 

SE1/4 SE1/4 & S1/2 NE1/4 SE1/4 LESS 11.60 AC. APPLICATION AND 111 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use Permit to operate a 112 

commercial building with retail sales and services. 113 

 114 

 115 

Daniel lake presented the application and explained that he would like an office space where he 116 

can meet and work with clients to plan projects. 117 

 118 

Hall asked if he was planning to use it just as an office space or to store stuff as well. 119 

 120 

Lake said he would like to keep parts on hand. He commented that irrigators typically go straight 121 

to the farm, but if it would get busier there could be the occasional truck or two there waiting to 122 

deliver to a field. 123 

 124 

Lindow asked about the swamp and marsh on the property and what precautions will be taken to 125 

protect those. 126 

 127 

Vareberg said he will need to have a silt fence in place during the excavation period. 128 

 129 

Vareberg said that Lake has worked extensively with the Becker County Soil and Water 130 

Conservation District (SWCD). 131 

 132 

As there was no one to speak for or against the application testimony was closed. 133 

 134 

 135 

MOTION: Hall motioned to approve this application as presented. Aho second. Roll 136 

Call; All in favor. Motion carried. 137 

 138 
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 139 

6. APPLICANT: Nicholas G Lewis & Betsy J Lewis 19898 330th Ave Rochert, MN 140 

56578 Project Location: 19898 330th Ave Rochert, MN 56578 LEGAL LAND 141 

DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 10.0279.001 Section 15 Township 139 Range 142 

040; PT GOVT LOT 1; BEG 679.92' S OF NE COR TH S 404.28', TH W 556.70', S 143 

165', W 227.69' TO LK, TH NLY TO PNT SW OF POB & NELY 978.78' TO BEG. 144 

APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use 145 

Permit for a retaining wall. 146 

 147 

 148 

This application has been tabled by the applicant. 149 

 150 

 151 

 152 

4. APPLICANT: Gehrig Properties LLC PO Box 9923 Fargo, ND 58106 Project 153 

Location: TBD 270th Ave Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 LEGAL LAND 154 

DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 19.0296.000 Section 15 Township 138 Range 155 

041; S1/2 OF NE1/4 LESS THE SOUTH 200' OF THE EAST 675' APPLICATION 156 

AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use Permit to operate 157 

a convenience store and gas station. 158 

 159 

 160 

Jon Lowry with Lowry Engineering presented the application. He explained the history of 161 

working with the city to determine what may be the best fit for this area. In early discussion a gas 162 

station as an amenity that would support the boat launch was discussed. He said they worked 163 

with the city on their long-term goals for this area. He said they want to build a nice facility that 164 

will fit in with housing. He also commented that they have plenty of property and don’t need to 165 

access anything across city property. 166 

 167 

Skalin stated that he talked to some of the Planning Commission members from the City of 168 

Detroit Lakes, and he wanted to clarify that when the city was voting it wasn’t specifically for a 169 

gas station, they were voting on zoning to support a gas station. 170 

 171 

Lindow said the letter from the City of Detroit Lakes mentioned access to the property crossing 172 

over city property and asked for clarification. 173 

 174 

Lowry stated that the county portion of the property borders property they own that falls with in 175 

the City of Detroit Lakes, and the intention was to have some of the parking lot on the annex 176 

line, but the building and use would be south of that. He said if the city won’t allow that, then 177 

they are willing to move it all on the property that falls within the jurisdiction of Becker County. 178 

 179 

Lindow asked how many times the city turned it down. 180 

 181 

Skalin stated that they turned down the zoning request not the gas station. 182 

 183 
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Blomseth also commented that they turned down a zoning request for businesses similar to a gas 184 

station. 185 

 186 

Skalin commented that a majority of the letters were concerned with safety and asked Lowry if 187 

he ever addressed safety with the city. 188 

 189 

Lowry said that convenience stores don’t add to existing traffic flow. He stated they are an 190 

amenity to existing traffic. 191 

 192 

Skalin asked if a turn lane would be put in. 193 

 194 

Lowry said its not out of the question. 195 

 196 

Jepson said in reading the letter from the City that is seems they are not supportive of this 197 

project. And referenced the commented about not allowing sewer and water. 198 

 199 

Skalin said there was discussion of not providing amenities before the annex. 200 

 201 

Lowry said there is no intention of annexing the remaining property at this time. He explained 202 

what they could do with wells and septics if and when homes are built. 203 

 204 

Lindow asked how it won’t increase traffic. 205 

 206 

Lowry said the people stopping at the gas station are the people using these roads already. 207 

 208 

Jepson agreed that she doesn’t think people will go out of their way to use it. 209 

 210 

Jason Gehrig spoke and said that he wants this to be a nice development. 211 

 212 

Blomseth asked for a show of hands for how many were there to speak for this application and 213 

set some rules for consideration and an allowance of three (3) minutes each. 214 

 215 

Blomseth also stated that he would be abstaining from voting due to a conflict of interest. He 216 

said he will be running the meeting but will not be voting. 217 

 218 

Nick Bowers said that he also would not be voting as he has neighboring property to the project.  219 

 220 

Mike Beehler, neighbor, spoke and said they would be able to see the gas station from their 221 

home and encouraged the board to vote against this. 222 

 223 

Gail Norland, neighbor, shared that the park is great, but a gas station does not appeal to 224 

residents. Norland presented a petition signed by eighty-two (82) residents and is entered into 225 

record below: 226 

 227 

Page 62 of 91



 

 

6 

 

 228 

Page 63 of 91



 

 

7 

 

 229 
 230 

 231 

 232 

Page 64 of 91



 

 

8 

 

 233 

Page 65 of 91



 

 

9 

 

 234 
 235 

Norland commented on the amount of traffic and pedestrians, as well as the abundance of 236 

vehicles parking on the road as well as the number of trailers along the road due to the landing 237 

being full and is concerned that this will increase traffic. She stated that insurance rates will 238 

increase for those living within a certain distance of a gas station and home values will 239 

depreciate. She commented that lights will be a burden and shared her concerns regarding gas 240 

station fires. 241 

 242 

Amanda Beehler spoke and said she’s not against development, but not in favor of a gas station. 243 

She shared concerns regarding all night pay at the pump services and wants their voices heard 244 

because they are invested in the neighborhood. 245 

 246 

Jepson asked Beehler why she is okay with other businesses and not a gas station. 247 

 248 
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Beehler said because a gas station has lights on all the time, the signage is unappealing, pay at 249 

the pump will bring all night traffic shining lights, and the risks of loitering. 250 

 251 

Lindow asked if the gas station was the concern and not the convenient store. 252 

 253 

Beehler said a convenience store has set business hours and 24-hour pay at the pump is all night 254 

long. 255 

 256 

Ron Schultz, neighbor spoke and asked if a traffic count had been done to determine if there is 257 

enough traffic to justify a gas station. He asked the investors to consider whether or not they 258 

would want to live across from a gas station. 259 

 260 

Delta Dagget, neighbor, spoke and said he likes living in a semi-rural area and that if he wanted 261 

to be close to businesses he would move into town. 262 

 263 

Ken Brill, neighbor, spoke and urged the board to reject the application. He stated there is not a 264 

big demand for gas in the area, and people don’t want it out there. Brill spoke on health 265 

considerations and the risk of pollution from gas stations.  266 

 267 

Joel Olson, neighbor, spoke and said he was present at the city meetings. He commented on the 268 

already heavy traffic on both sides of the road and asked why put up a nice park and then a gas 269 

station. 270 

 271 

All letters received regarding this application are entered into the record below: 272 

 273 

 274 
 275 
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 279 
*Attachments are on file with the Becker County Zoning office and are available to view upon 280 

request.* 281 

 282 
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 319 

 320 
 321 

 322 

Testimony closed. 323 

 324 

The board asked for Lake View Township’s opinion on the project. 325 

 326 

Phil Hansen spoke and said the township does not have any objections to the project. 327 

 328 

Mattson said his main concern is safety with the number of boats and existing traffic. 329 
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 330 

Skalin commented that if there was a turn lane, traffic couldn’t park in it. 331 

 332 

Jepson asked who would be responsible for putting in the turn lane. 333 

 334 

Skalin said he’s not sure how the city works, but it can fall on the developer. 335 

 336 

Aillie stated that it would cut down the amount of time everyone would have to drive to a gas 337 

station. He thinks traffic will either be the same or cut down. He said it would be an amenity for 338 

the surrounding community and other people wouldn’t likely drive out of their way to use it. 339 

 340 

Hall said he does not live there but he knows people who do. He feels this is the direction the 341 

city will be growing. He commented on the growth of Fargo to the South and west. He said they 342 

put in parks and eventually expanded to convenience stores and gas stations. Hall stated there 343 

used to be a gas station where he lives and when it closed it was missed. Now he has to drive ten 344 

(10) miles and it’s inconvenient. He thinks it will be needed and will happen eventually 345 

anyways. 346 

 347 

Lindow thinks a gas station would only be a minor convenience and not worth upsetting the 348 

neighbors in the area. He said if it is needed than move it to another part of the property away 349 

from neighbors. 350 

 351 

Ailie commented that if you move the gas station it will still be in someone else’s back yard. 352 

 353 

Skalin said he understands the light pollution and wonders if there is a way to figure that out. 354 

 355 

Ailie thought if you moved the building south there would be more room to put in a buffer. He 356 

also commented that in the present time a gas station is just a want, but once everything is 357 

developed it will be a need. He agrees that light pollution is an issue. 358 

 359 

Lindow said he would like to see it tabled and have them come back with a different proposal. 360 

 361 

Skalin said they could rotate the building ninety (90) degrees so the pumps would be on the 362 

South.  363 

 364 

Ailie thought then it would make sense to keep the building close to the North and let the lights 365 

shine towards the south.  366 

 367 

Blomseth asked the applicant if he would be opposed to turning it. 368 

 369 

Gehrig said he’s open to things and that he’s just looking for approval at this point. 370 

 371 

Blomseth said they can always add stipulations. 372 

 373 

Lowry said they agree light pollution is a concern. 374 

 375 
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Seaberg said in reference to Chapter 8 of the Becker County ordinance, there is an effect on 376 

surrounding properties, there is an effect on development, and it is a nuisance. 377 

 378 

 379 

MOTION: Lindow motioned to table the application until the next meeting to get 380 

more information and to allow time for the applicant to rethink and present a 381 

revised plan. Motin died for a lack of second. 382 

 383 

 384 

MOTION: Skalin motioned to approve this application with the stipulation that the 385 

building be turned ninety (90) degrees, that they remove all facilities out of the city 386 

limits of Detroit Lakes, and that they schedule a special meeting on September 18th, 387 

2023, to consider findings of fact consistent with the motion. Aho second.  388 

 389 

Vareberg asked that it be allowed to not only consider findings at the September 18th meeting, 390 

but to also allow anyone on the Board to consider and bring any other conditions they may feel 391 

necessary. 392 

 393 

Skalin and Aho accepted the changes to the motion. Roll Call; Disse, Skalin, Moritz, 394 

Ailie, Hall, and Aho in favor. Lindow, Seaberg, and Mattson opposed. Motion 395 

carried. 396 

 397 

 398 

 399 

Other Business: 400 

 401 

I) Tentative Date for Next Informational Meeting: September 20th, 2023; 8:00 am; 3rd Floor 402 

Meeting Room in the Becker County Courthouse, Detroit Lakes, MN. 403 

 404 

 405 

Since there was no further business to come before the Board, Ailie made a motion to 406 

adjourn. Aho second. All in favor. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm.  407 

 408 

 409 

________________________________                ________________________________ 410 

David Blomseth, Chairman    Jeff Moritz, Secretary 411 

 412 

ATTEST 413 

      _______________________________________ 414 

          Kyle Vareberg, Zoning Administrator  415 
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Closed Session – Motion to close the meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. Section 13D.03 Subd. 1(b) The 

governing body of a public employer may by a majority vote in a public meeting decide to hold a closed 

meeting to consider strategy for labor negotiations, including negotiation strategies or developments or 

discussion and review of labor negotiation proposals, conducted pursuant to sections 179A.01 to 

179A.25. 
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