
 

 

Becker County Board of Adjustments 1 

October 10th, 2024 2 

 3 

An audio recording of this meeting is available at:  4 

https://www.co.becker.mn.us/government/meetings/planning_zoning/board_adjustments/  5 

 6 

Present: Members: Chairman Roger Boatman, Delvaughn King, Greg Meyer, Larry Knutson, Craig 7 

Hall, Kohl Skalin, and Planning and Zoning Administrator Kyle Vareberg. 8 

 9 

Absent: Mike Sharp 10 

 11 

Chairman Roger Boatman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Planning & Zoning Technician 12 

Nicole Bradbury recorded the minutes. 13 

 14 

Introductions were given. 15 

 16 

Chairman Roger Boatman read the protocol for the meeting.  17 

 18 

Acting Vice Chairman Craig Hall read the guidelines of the Minnesota statutes the board must follow 19 

in order to support or deny any request. 20 

 21 

Motion: Hall made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 12, 2024, meeting; King 22 

second. All in favor. Motion carried. 23 

 24 

 25 

NEW BUSINESS:  26 

 27 

The order of applicants changed slightly. Therefore, the order below is different from what is 28 

reflected in the agenda. 29 

 30 

FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: George & Janice Johnson Trust 1321 1st St N 31 

Fargo, ND 58102-2720 Project Location: 48092 Old Saw Mill Rd Ponsford MN Tax ID 32 
Number: 12.0079.000 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 09 Township 142 Range 037 33 
PT LOT 2 & SW1/4 NW1/4 BEG AT NE COR OF SW1/4 NW1/4 TH S 152.55', TH W 566.22' 34 
TH NW 732.95' TO LK, NELY APPX 500' AL LK, TH SELY 784.5' TO S LN LOT 2, TH E 405' 35 

TO BEG, Bad Medicine Lake. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request 36 
a variance to construct a dwelling with a detached garage to be located ten (10) feet from the road 37 
right-of-way (ROW) deviating from the required setback of twenty (20) feet from a public 38 

easement ROW and to be located fifteen (15) feet from the top of the bluff deviating from the 39 
required setback of thirty (30) feet due to topography and setback issues.    40 
 41 
Tim Holzkamm spoke and shared his understanding of the situation and his suggestions. 42 

 43 



 

 

Two letters were received in regard to this application and are entered below: 44 

 45 

 46 
 47 



 

 

 48 
 49 

Motion: Skalin motioned to approve the application with the stipulation that once the cabin is no 50 

longer in use, they will either need to remove a dwelling related amenity from the cabin or subdivide 51 

the property. In the event of a subdivision, the new and remnant tracts will need to have forty 52 

thousand (40,000) square feet and one hundred and fifty (150) feet of width but will not be required 53 



 

 

to have eighty-five hundred (8,500) square feet of buildable area. Hall seconded. All in favor. 54 

Motion carried. Variance approved. 55 

 56 

 57 

SECOND ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: Kevin C & Lynette A Johnson 1111 Pine St 58 

Crookston, MN 56716 Project Location: 48369 St Hwy 113, Ponsford, MN Tax ID Number: 59 
12.0018.000 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 04 Township 142 Range 037, LOT 6 60 
LYING S OF TR HWY #113 LESS S 600' & WHITETAIL RIDGE PLAT & TRACT N OF 61 
PLAT, Bad Medicine Lake.  APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request 62 
a variance to construct a detached structure to be located five (5) feet from the right-of-way (ROW) 63 

of an old state highway due to topography and setback issues. 64 
 65 

One letter was received in regard to this application and is entered below: 66 

 67 



 

 

 68 
 69 

 70 

Motion: Hall motioned to approve the application King seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. 71 

Variance approved. 72 

 73 
 74 
THIRD ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: Bruce K. Pulkrabek 36 Evergreen Cir, West 75 
Fargo, ND 58078 Project Location: 12114 Shorewood Beach Rd, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 76 
Tax ID Number: 17.0260.000 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 22 Township 138 77 
Range 042; 22-138-42 PT GOVT LOT 3: COMM SE COR GOVT LOT 3, W 469.11' TO POB; 78 
N 33', W 450', N 124.13', W 307.59' TO LK MAUD, S AL LK 155.97' TO S LN GOVT LOT 3, 79 
E AL S LN 668.89' TO POB, Maud Lake. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF 80 



 

 

PROJECT: Request a variance to replace an existing dwelling and patio with a dwelling to be 81 
located seventy-nine (79) feet and a patio to be located sixty-one (61) feet from the ordinary 82 

high-water (OHW) mark deviating from the required setback of one hundred (100) feet on a 83 
Recreational Development Lake due to topographical and setback issues. 84 
 85 
Two letters were received in regard to this application and are entered below: 86 
 87 

 88 
 89 

 90 
 91 
 92 
Motion: Knutson motioned to approve the application. Skalin seconded. All in favor. Motion 93 

carried. Variance approved. 94 

 95 
 96 



 

 

FOURTH ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: Jeanne & William Kauffmann 1335 Black 97 
Oaks Ln N, Plymouth, MN 55447 Project Location: 11356 S Lake Eunice Rd, Detroit Lakes, 98 

MN 56501 Tax ID Number: 17.1065.000 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 26 99 
Township 138 Range 042, SANDY BEACH PARK, LOT 4, Lake Eunice. APPLICATION 100 
AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a variance to replace an existing non-101 
conforming dwelling with a larger dwelling to be located thirty (30) feet from the Ordinary 102 
High-Water (OHW) mark deviating from the required setback of seventy-five (75) feet on a 103 

General Development Lake due to lot size and setback issues. 104 
 105 
One letter was received in regard to this application and is entered below: 106 
 107 



 

 

 108 



 

 

 109 
 110 
 111 
Motion: Hall motioned to approve the application with the amendment for the dwelling to be 112 

located at thirty-seven and a half (37.5) feet instead of the requested thirty (30) feet with the 113 

stipulation they maintain all other setbacks so that the structure doesn’t get any closer to parcel 114 

number 17.1066.000, and that they work with the watershed district on a storm water management 115 

plan based on the findings that it falls within the harmony and intent of the ordinance, it fits with the 116 

character of the locality, and its going to be back further from the OHW so it’s an improvement. 117 

Skalin seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. Variance approved. 118 

 119 

 120 

FIFTH ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: Daniel Kleist & Kari Kleist 1425 Summerwood 121 

Tr Dilworth, MN 56529 Project Location: 11840 N Lake Eunice Rd Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 122 
Tax ID Number: 17.0662.857 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 26 Township 138 123 
Range 042, Lot 007 EUNICE WINDSONG 26-138-42 LOT 7. PT GOVT LOT 1 PT NE1/4 124 

NW1/4: COMM SE COR LOT 1, E 66.03' TO POB; N 66', E 66', N 66' TO POB; W 66’, N 125 
130’, E 214.53’, S 140’, W 153.68’ TO POB. (TRACT F), Lake Eunice. APPLICATION AND 126 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a variance for an after-the fact three hundred and 127 
forty (340) square foot water-oriented patio located nine (9) feet from the ordinary high-water 128 
(OHW) mark and a ninety (90) square foot walkway located fifteen (15) ft from the OHW 129 
deviating from the allowable one hundred and twenty (120) square feet with a minimum ten (10) 130 

foot setback for a water- oriented structure. 131 
 132 
The applicant tabled the application. 133 

 134 

 135 

SIXTH ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: Cotton Lake Curley’s LLC 20762 Co Hwy 29 136 
Rochert, MN 56578 Project Location: 20762 Co Hwy 29 Rochert, MN 56578   Tax ID 137 
Number: 10.0189.000 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 12 Township 139 Range 040; 138 
PT LOTS 3 & 4; BEG 1516.03' SE OF N QTR COR ON CTR LN OF CSAH #29, TH SWLY 139 
AL CTR HWY 274.04', NW 237.26' TO WTRS EDGE, NELY AL LK 276.39' & SE 260.67' TO 140 



 

 

POB, Erie Township.  APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a 141 
variance 1) to construct an addition to an existing non-conforming non-dwelling related structure 142 

to be located zero (0) feet from the road right-of-way (ROW) deviating from the required set 143 
back of forty-five (45) feet from the ROW of a County Road within the shoreland district and to 144 
be located twenty (20) feet from the side yard setback deviating from the required setback of 145 
thirty (30) feet for a commercial lot located next to a differently zoned lot; 2) to construct a deck 146 
addition to be located eighty (80) feet from the ordinary high-water (OHW) mark deviating from 147 

the required setback of one hundred (100) feet on a Recreational Development Lake; 3) to be at 148 
42% impervious surface coverage all requests due to lot size and setback issues. 149 
 150 
 151 

Motion: Skalin motioned to approve the application with the stipulation they mitigate water runoff 152 

from the addition and from the north side of the building. Knutson seconded. All in favor. Motion 153 

carried. Variance approved. 154 

 155 

 156 

SEVENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: Craig W Casler & Jill A Rudolph 1007 157 

Parke Ave Glyndon, MN 56547 Project Location: 20635 Co Hwy 32 Rochert MN 56578 Tax 158 
ID Numbers: 10.0111.000 & 10.0137.000 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTIONS: Section 10 159 

Township 139 Range 040; PT SE1/4 NE1/4 BEG 50' E & 93.98' SW OF NE COR LOT 6 BLK 160 
1,THORSON AC, TH W 114.77' TO E LN SEC 10, SW AL E LN 113.75', TH W 112.07' & NE 161 
113.75' TO POB & Section 11 Township 139 Range 040; PT GOVT LOT 2 BEG 161.86' E & 162 

99.92' S OF NE COR LOT 6 BLK 1 THORSON AC,TH CONT S 113.75', E 5' TO W SHORE 163 
COTTON LK,N AL LK TO PT ON W SHORE BEING 5' E OF POB,TH W 5' TO POB, Cotton 164 

Lake. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a variance to rebuild a 165 
dwelling with an addition to be located fourteen (14) feet from the road right-of-way (ROW) 166 

deviating from the required setback of forty-five (45) feet from the ROW of a County road 167 
within the shoreland district and to be located forty-five (45) feet from the ordinary high-water 168 
(OHW) mark deviating from the required setback of one hundred (100) feet on a Recreational 169 

Development Lake due to lot size and setback issues. 170 
 171 
 172 

Motion: Hall motioned to approve the application with the amendment that the dwelling with 173 

addition be located twelve (12) feet from the road ROW instead of the requested fourteen (14) feet 174 

based on the findings that it fits within the harmony and intent of the zoning ordinance, and it falls 175 

within the character of the locality. Skalin seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. Variance 176 

approved. 177 

 178 

 179 

EIGHTH ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: Michael G D Hough 1227 Riverside Dr 180 
Detroit Lakes MN 56501 Project Location: 20980 Aljoe Ln Rochert MN 56578 Tax ID 181 

Number: 10.0015.000 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 03 Township 139 Range 040, 182 
W 100’ of E 225’ of Lot 6, Cotton Lake.  APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF 183 
PROJECT: Request a variance to replace an existing dwelling with a dwelling to be located 184 



 

 

forty (40) feet from the ordinary high-water (OHW) mark and a deck to be located twenty-five 185 
(25) feet from the OHW mark deviating from the required setback of one hundred (100) feet on a 186 

recreational development lake due to lot size and setback issues. 187 
 188 
Motion: Hall motioned to approve the application with the stipulation that the gravel on the south 189 

side be removed and that they mitigate stormwater on the new structure and the existing boathouse to 190 

be directed into either French drains or some type of retention pond based on the fact that it falls 191 

within the harmony and intent of the ordinance, it fits within the community, an improves the 192 

property. King seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. Variance approved. 193 

 194 

 195 

NINTH ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: LCC RE HOLDINGS LLC 5775 Wayzata 196 
Blvd Ste 700 Minneapolis, MN 55416 Project Location: 28650 St Hwy 34 Detroit Lakes, MN 197 

56501 Tax ID Number: 08.1049.303 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 25 Township 198 
139 Range 041 Hillcrest Acres Lot 003 Block 001 Ref: Pt 08.0440.000 in 2008, Detroit 199 

Township. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a variance to 200 
construct a non-dwelling related structure to be located fifteen (15) feet from the road right-of-201 
way (ROW) deviating from the required setback of thirty (30) feet from the ROW of a State 202 

Highway not in the shoreland district and to be located ten (10) feet from the side property line 203 
deviating from the required setback of thirty (30) feet for a commercially zoned property located 204 

next to a non-commercially zoned property due to set back issues. 205 
 206 
One letter was received in regard to this application from MNDOT and is entered under “SECOND 207 

ORDER OF BUSINESS”.   208 

 209 

Motion: Knutson motioned to approve the application based on the fact that it falls within the 210 

harmony of the ordinance, and it fits within the character of the locality as its primarily commercial 211 

uses in that area. King seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. Variance approved. 212 

 213 

 214 

TENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS: APPLICANT: Gregory S Charon & Tanya L Charon 1346 3rd 215 
Ave S Fargo, ND 58103 Project Location: 15282 Summer Island Rd Lake Park MN 56554 Tax 216 
ID Numbers: 17.1195.000, 17.1196.000 & 17.1197.000 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTIONS: 217 
Section 06 Township 138 Range 042; SUMMER ISLAND 138 42 Block 003 LOT 6 & 218 
RESTRICTED DRIVE, LOT 7 & RESTRICTED DRIVE, LOT 8 & RESTRICTED DRIVE, 219 

Leaf Lake. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:  Request a variance 1) to 220 
replace an existing dwelling with a two (2) story dwelling, deck, and patio with the dwelling to 221 

be located thirty-five (35) feet from the ordinary high-water (OHW) mark and the deck and patio 222 
to be located twenty-five (25) feet from the OHW mark 2) to construct a permanent gazebo on 223 
top of an already approved gazebo platform to be located twenty-two (22) feet from the OHW 224 
mark and 3) to construct a deck and patio to an already approved bunkhouse to be located 225 
twenty-five (25) feet from the OHW all deviating from the required setback of one hundred 226 
(100) feet on a recreational development lake due to lot size, topography, and setback issues. 227 



 

 

 228 
Two letters were received in regard to this application and are entered below: 229 

 230 

 231 
 232 



 

 

 233 



 

 

 234 



 

 

Motion: Skalin motioned to approve the application with the amendment to request number two (2) 235 

to allow for a pergola or other open-roofed structure on top of the existing platform with the 236 

stipulations they remove the existing structure on the point, that they work on a stormwater 237 

mitigation plan with the watershed, and that the gazebo request in number two (2) not be roofed, but 238 

that a pergola is okay based on the fact that it fits within the locality. Meyer seconded. All in favor. 239 

Motion carried. Variance approved. 240 

 241 

As there was no further business to come before the Board, Hall made a motion to adjourn the 242 
meeting. King seconded.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:34 pm. 243 
 244 
 245 
 246 
 247 

_________________________    ATTEST     ________________________________________ 248 

Chairman Roger Boatman                                Kyle Vareberg,  249 

                                                                              Planning and Zoning Administrator 250 


