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Becker County Planning Commission  1 

January 4th, 2022 2 

 3 

Members Present: Chairman Dave Blomseth, County Commissioner Larry Knutson, 4 

Ray Thorkildson, Kohl Skalin, Jeff Moritz, Harvey Aho, Chuck Collins, and Zoning 5 

Director Kyle Vareberg. Members Absent: Brian Bestge, Mary Seaberg, Craig Hall, and 6 

Tommy Ailie. 7 

  8 

Chairman Dave Blomseth called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 9 

Introductions were given. Becker County Zoning Office Support Specialist Nicole Hultin 10 

recorded the minutes. 11 

 12 

Kohl Skalin made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 9th, 2021, 13 

meeting. Thorkildson second. All members in favor. Motion carried.  14 

 15 

Chairman Dave Blomseth explained the protocol for the meeting and stated that the 16 

recommendations of the Planning Commission would be forwarded to the County Board 17 

of Commissioners for final action.  18 

 19 

 20 

New Business: 21 

 22 

1. APPLICANT: Donavon & Nicole D Strandberg 25318 Co Hwy 13 23 

Audubon, MN 56511 Project Location: 25318 Co Hwy 13 Audubon, MN 24 

56511 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID number: 14.0076.000 25 

Section 16 Township 140 Range 042; 16-140-42 PT SE 1/4: COMM SE COR 26 

SEC 16, N 1699.9' TO POB; N 199.34', WLY 1172.59', N 58.18', W 449.83', 27 

SWLY 103.37', SLY 1171.83', S 632.86', E 671.45', N 33', NELY 264.85', N 28 

597', E 324.34', N 791.19', ELY 755.03' TO POB. APPLICATION AND 29 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use Permit to 30 

operate a business to include boarding kennels and stables, grooming, and 31 

sales of pet supplies. 32 

 33 

Donavon and Nicole Strandberg presented the application. 34 

 35 

Testimony Closed 36 

 37 

Skalin commented that they were far enough from neighbors that there should be no 38 

reason noise would be an issue. 39 

 40 

 41 

MOTION: Aho motioned to approve the application; Thorkildson second. 42 

Roll Call; All in Favor. Motion carried. 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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2. APPLICANT: Tobias J & Sarah C Miller 15961 Co Hwy 39 Frazee, MN 47 

56544 Project Location: 15961 Co Hwy 39 Frazee, MN 56544 LEGAL 48 

LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID number: 33.0235.000 Section 29 Township 49 

139 Range 038; 29-139-38 W 1/2 NE1/4 SW1/4 & W1/2 SW1/4 LESS N 50 

615'; W 330' SE1/4 SW1/4. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF 51 

PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use Permit for mining operations. 52 

 53 

3. APPLICANT: Jared & Jolene Aho 19534 Co Hwy 39 Frazee, MN 56544 54 

Project Location: TBD 427th Ave Frazee, MN 56544 LEGAL LAND 55 

DESCRIPTION: Tax ID number: 33.0235.004 Section 29 Township 139 56 

Range 038; 29-139-38 N 615' W1/2 NE1/4 SW1/4; N 615' W1/2 SW1/4. Tax 57 

ID number 33.0235.003 Section 29 Township 139 Range 038; SW1/4 NE1/4, 58 

NW1/4 SE1/4, E1/2 NE1/4 SW1/4 APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION 59 

OF PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use Permit for mining operations. 60 

 61 

 62 

Vareberg stated that Marsha Watland with Becker County Soil and Water and Toad Lake 63 

Township both requested applicants two (2) and three (3) be tabled to allow time for the 64 

Township board to meet and discuss this project before it is discussed at the Planning 65 

Commission. 66 

 67 

 68 

MOTION: Skalin motioned to table the application until the February 8th, 69 

2022, hearing; Moritz second. Roll Call; All in favor. Motion carried. 70 

 71 

 72 

 73 

4. APPLICANT: Michael D Anderson 213 Willow St E Detroit Lakes, MN 74 

56501 Project Location: TBD Co Rd 131 Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 LEGAL 75 

LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID number: 08.0253.000 Section 15 Township 76 

139 Range 041; LOTS 3 & 4 LESS PLATTED PARTS AND 9.10 AC. 77 

APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a 78 

Preliminary Plat for thirteen (13) lots to be called Big Floyd Estates; Request 79 

a Change of Zone from Agricultural to Residential. 80 

 81 

Vareberg stated that the applicant had withdrawn the Change of Zone request since all the 82 

lots meet the requirements for the Natural Environment Lake on Agriculturally zoned 83 

land. 84 

 85 

Scott Walz with Meadowland Surveying presented the application. 86 

 87 

Walz stated that there was already a sixty-six (66) foot wide dedicated road leading up to 88 

the property. Anderson only owns thirty-five (35) feet of frontage on that road. 89 

Walz said they met with the township who said they did not have an issue with there 90 

being a thirty-five (35) foot corridor if the road could be built to meet their width and 91 

standards. This means that stretch would not be a normal road with ditches but would 92 
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instead be curb and gutter to collect the water and keep it from going onto the 93 

neighboring properties.  94 

 95 

Aho asked what the length of the curb and gutter section would be. 96 

 97 

Walz stated approximately fifty (50) feet.  98 

 99 

Collins asked if lot one was now 2.5 acres on the revised preliminary plat. 100 

 101 

Walz confirmed. 102 

 103 

Bud Johnson: neighbor, spoke against this application stating that he and others have 104 

tried to develop this parcel in the past and were never allowed. He asked if the ability to 105 

do this now is because the subdivision authority switched from the City to Township. 106 

 107 

Vareberg confirmed. 108 

 109 

Brandy Borah: neighbor, spoke against the application stating her concerns for wildlife 110 

and a desire to see the land preserved and not developed. 111 

 112 

Mary Meyer: neighbor, spoke and asked if the wetland trail in the area is next to this 113 

project. Borah stated that it does not.  114 

 115 

David Pettit: President of Floyd Shores Association, spoke and shared concerns with an 116 

increase in traffic as it is already busy in the summer.  117 

Pettit also asked if this would expedite the city bringing sewer and water to the area. 118 

 119 

Blomseth said no because this is not a city parcel. 120 

 121 

Pettit asked if each homeowner would have their own well and septic. 122 

 123 

Blomseth confirmed. 124 

 125 

Since each member had an opportunity to read letters received before the hearing they 126 

were not read into record, but are being recorded into the minutes below: 127 

 128 

 129 
 130 
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 131 
 132 

 133 

 134 
 135 

 136 
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 137 
 138 

 139 
 140 

Testimony closed. 141 

 142 

Skalin commented that given the location and proximity to the city it could have been 143 

rezoned residential and contained several more lots, but that’s not what he’s doing. He 144 

also commented that Anderson was under City subdivision control when he purchased 145 

the property and also couldn’t develop the land until the Township developed their own 146 

subdivision ordinance. 147 

 148 

MOTION: Skalin motioned to approve; Moritz second. Roll Call; All in 149 

favor. Motion carried. 150 

 151 

 152 

Other Business: 153 

 154 
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I) Tentative Date for Next Informational Meeting: February 2nd, 2022; 8:00 am; 3rd 155 

Floor Meeting Room in the Becker County Courthouse, Detroit Lakes, MN. 156 

 157 

Since there was no further business to come before the Board, Thorkildson made a 158 

motion to adjourn. Skalin second. All in favor. Motion carried. The meeting 159 

adjourned at 6:26 pm.  160 

 161 

 162 

________________________________                ________________________________ 163 

David Blomseth, Chairman    Jeff Moritz, Secretary 164 

 165 

ATTEST 166 

 167 

      _______________________________________ 168 

          Kyle Vareberg, Zoning Administrator  169 


