


































































Recommended Amendments to the Becker County Zoning Ordinance 

Proposed language is indicated by underline. Language to be removed has been “strike-throughed”. 

Proposal  #  1.) Chapter 8, Section 4, Letter E, numbers 2 & 3; Section 5, Letter H, 

number 2, Letter e, numbers 1 & 2; Easements: To Reduce the width from sixty-six (66) 

feet to thirty-three (33) feet for all private easements regardless of the number of tracts it 

serves. 

 

E. Road frontage requirement.  No site permit shall be issued for a lot, plot or tract of land not having 

frontage on a public road unless: 

1. The property has no access to a public road except by an easement over the land of others; 

2. The easement from the property to a public road must be at least thirty-three (33) feet wide. 

when servicing one (1) or two (2) tracts of land; except that this provision does not apply to 

property that is accessed by a forest management road; and 

3.  The easement from the property to the public road must be at least sixty-six (66) feet wide when 

servicing three (3) or more tracts of land; except that this provision does not apply to property 

that is accessed by a forest management road; and 

4.  The easement from the property to the public road has a graded and serviceable driving surface. 

 

e. Minimum road frontage.  Every lot must have at least sixty-six feet (66’) of frontage on a 

public dedicated road or street other than an alley except that a lot created by a Surveyor's 

Sketch is not required to have frontage on a public road if access is provided: 

(1) The easement from the property to a public road must be at least thirty-three (33) feet 

wide. when servicing one (1) or two (2) tracts of land; except that this provision does not 

apply to property that is accessed by a forest management road; 

(2) The easement from the property to the public road must be at least sixty-six (66) feet wide 

when servicing three (3) or more tracts of land; except that this provision does not apply 

to property that is accessed by a forest management road;  

(3)  The easement from the property to the public road has a graded and serviceable driving 

surface. 

 

 



Proposal  #  2.) Chapter 3, Section 7, number 7; Chapter 5, Table 5-4.5; Chapter 

6, Section 10, Letter D, numbers 1-3; Chapter 8, Section 3, Letter C. 1. d & Letter D 

and F; Section 6, Letter E, Number 4, Letter H, Number 3, letter d; Section 9, Letter 

H, number 5; Section 11, Letter J, number 6; Section 15, Letter A and C. 

Impervious Surface Coverage: To increase the allowed percentage outside of the 

shoreland. 

7. Impervious surface coverage of the parcel or lot shall conform to Table 5-4.5 for the approved land use. 

 
 

Table 5-4.5 – Maximum Impervious Surface Coverage for Land Use Districts 

Requirements 
General 

Agriculture 

Special 

Protection 
Residential 

High 

Density 

Residential  

Water 

Oriented 

Commercial 

Commercial  Industry 

Maximum 

impervious 

surface 

coverage in the 

shoreland 

25% 20% 25% 25% 25% % % 

Maximum 

impervious 

surface 

coverage 

outside the 

shoreland 

75% 20% 40% 75% NA 85% 85% 

Maximum floor 

area coverage 
NA NA NA 35% 35% 40% 50% 

  

 

D. Impervious Surface Coverage for Zoning Districts.  Impervious surface coverage of lots shall 
conform to the following limits: 
 

1. Impervious surface coverage shall not exceed the allowable percent as shown in table 5-4.5 

2. Impervious surface coverage shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the lot area for lots in 
residential, agricultural, high density and water oriented commercial districts. 

3. Impervious surface coverage shall not exceed thirty percent (30%) of the lot area for lots in 
commercial districts. 



4. Impervious surface coverage shall not exceed thirty-five percent (35%) of the lot area for lots in 
industry districts. 

 

 

 

d. Notwithstanding any local, state or federal permitting requirements, any land disturbance activity  
resulting in an excess of 35% total lot impervious surface coverage, all impervious surface 
coverage in excess of 35% shall comply with the permanent stormwater managements of  the 
Construction Stormwater (CSW) general permit from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA).   

e.  
D. Impervious surface coverage.  Impervious surface coverage of all lots shall not exceed the 

allowable percentage of the lot area in the appropriate Zoning District as specified in Table 5-4 of this 

Ordinance. 

 

D. Impervious surface coverage.  Impervious surface coverage of the parcel or lot shall conform to Table 

5-4.5 for the approved land use. 

 

F. Permanent Stormwater Management.   

a. Stormwater runoff shall not adversely impact neighboring properties, regardless of 

impervious surface coverage.   

 

a. Notwithstanding any local, state or federal permitting requirements, any land disturbance 
activity  resulting in an excess of 35% total lot impervious surface coverage, all impervious 
surface coverage in excess of 35% shall comply with the permanent stormwater 
managements of  the Construction Stormwater (CSW) general permit from the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).   

 

4. Lot coverage.  Maximum lot coverage for mobile home parks and recreational vehicle parks shall 

not exceed the percent allowable in table 5-4.5 be twenty-five percent (25%) excluding roads and 

parking areas. 

 

d. Impervious surface limit.  In Non-Shoreland MUDs impervious surface coverage shall not 

exceed the percent allowable in table 5-4.5 twenty-five percent (25%) of the MUD area.  

 

5. Maximum impervious surface.  Impervious surface coverage cannot exceed twenty-five percent 
(25%) of commercial/transient MUD suitable area. 



 

 

5. Maximum impervious surface.   Impervious surface coverage of the parcel or lot shall conform to 
Table 5-X for the approved land use and/or permanent stormwater management requirements 
of Chapter 8 Section F.   

 

J. Impervious Surface.  Impervious surface coverage of the parcel or lot shall conform to Table 5-4.5 for 
the approved land use.   

 

 

A. Density. The density of multi-unit storage structure developments shall be determined by the allowable 

impervious surface coverage for the land use district. 

 

A. Density. The density of multi-unit storage structure developments shall be determined by the allowable 

impervious surface coverage for the land use district and/or the approved land use. 

 

 

C. Erosion control and stormwater management. Erosion control and stormwater management shall be 

developed in accord with any Minnesota Pollution Control Agency requirements or Watershed District in 

which the multi-unit storage structure development is situated.  If the multi-unit storage structure 

development is not located with and Watershed District or if the governing Watershed District nor MPCA 

does not have or require erosion control and stormwater management standards the multi-unit storage 

structure development shall: 

 

 

 

C. Erosion control and stormwater management. Erosion control and stormwater management shall be 

developed in accordance with any Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and/or Watershed District 

requirements in which the multi-unit storage structure development is situated.  If the multi-unit storage 

structure development is not located within a Watershed District, or if the governing Watershed District 

and MPCA do not require any erosion control and stormwater management standards for the proposed 

development, the multi-unit storage structure development shall: 

 



Proposal  #  3.) Chapter 2, Section 2, Letter C; Section 3, Letter G; Board Conduct: To 

establish policy for attendance.  

Conduct. The Commission or Board may call for the removal of any member for non-performance 

of duty or misconduct in office. Upon a second meeting absence in a 12-month period, the 

Secretary may notify the member of such absence via letter. If a member has three absences in any 

12-month period, the Secretary may certify this fact to the Commission or Board and the 

Commission or Board may notify the County Board. The Commission or Board may appoint a 

replacement for the unexpired term as if the member has resigned. 

 

 

 

 

Proposal  #  4.) Chapter 5, Section 2, Table 5-2 & Letter E; Wetland Setbacks: To 

eliminate the setback for all wetlands on riparian lots and to implement a setback for 

wetlands listed in the Public Waters Inventory for all lots. 

 

Table 5-2   Minimum setbacks for structures and sewage treatment systems in shoreland areas 

 

Public Water Classification – See Appendix A 
Lakes Rivers and Streams 

Natural 

Environment 
Recreational 

Development 
General 

Development 
Remote 

Forested            

& 

Transition 

Agriculture 

& Tributary 

Protected 

Waters & 

Wetlands 

Structure 

setback 

lake lots 
150 100 75 200 150 100 50 

Sewage 

treatment 

system 

setback 

150 75 50 150 100 75 50 

 

E. Protected Waters and Wetlands.  Protected waters and wetlands that are not currently classified as 

natural environment a lakes shall have a 50’ buffer of natural vegetation between the protected 

water/wetland and any structure, septic system or use. 

 

 

 

*The entirety of the Zoning Ordinance is subject to change as the amendments may affect more than 

one chapter or section. 
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