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Becker County Planning Commission
January 31%t, 2024

Members Present: Chairman David Blomseth, Jeff Moritz, Tom Disse, Kohl Skalin, County
Commissioner Erica Jepson, Harvey Aho, Nick Bowers, Steve Lindow, Kim Mattson,
Commissioner John Okeson, Craig Hall, Mary Seaberg, Tommy Ailie, and Zoning Director Kyle
Vareberg. Members Absent: None

Chairman David Blomseth called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
Introductions were given. Becker County Zoning Technician Nicole Bradbury recorded the minutes.

Harvey Aho made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 20", 2023, meeting.
Skalin second. All members in favor. Motion carried.

Chairman David Blomseth explained the protocol for the meeting and stated that the
recommendations of the Planning Commission will be forwarded to the County Board of
Commissioners for final action.

Blomseth stated that they were going to adjust the order of the applicants as there were many
there to speak for applicant one (Mahube/Crotts).

New Business:

2. APPLICANT: Thomas J Wettels 28662 Co Hwy 37 Ponsford, MN 56575 Project
Location: 28662 Co Hwy 37 Ponsford, MN 56575 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax
ID Number: 25.0119.000 Section 35 Township 141 Range 038; 35-141-38 PT SW1/4
NW1/4: COMM W QTR COR SEC 35. W 891.91' TO POB; N 1232.95', ELY 448.66', S
1181.64', W 463.15' TO POB. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:
Request a Conditional Use Permit to operate a firearms business.

Thomas Wettels presented the application and stated that he wanted to operate a firearms sale
and gunsmithing business.

Aho asked if the sales would be in-house, online, or both.

Wettels said both as well as gun shows.

Aho asked if he has a gun range there.

Wettels said just for personal use. He stated that he is the President of the Osage Sportsman’s
Club, so they do most of their shooting there.

Lindow asked if there would be a gun range there with any shooting.

Wettels said just for him personally.
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As there was no one to speak for or against the application testimony closed.
There was no written correspondence received in regard to this application.
Skalin said it was a good location, and it won’t impact anyone.

Ailie agreed and commented that there is good distance between this location and anyone else.

MOTION: Seaberg motioned to approve the application as presented. Ailie second.
Roll Call; All in favor. Motion carried.

3. APPLICANT: Verizon on Becker County Land 915 Lake Ave Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
Project Location: TBD E Bad Medicine Lake Rd Ponsford, MN 56575 LEGAL LAND
DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 12.7024.001 Section 03 Township 142 Range 037; 3-
142-37 PT SW1/4 NW1/4: COMM W QTR COR SEC 3, E 216.88 TO POB; E 340, N
555.11' W 340, S 555.85TO POB. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF
PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use Permit to construct a two hundred and fifty (250)
foot self-support cellular tower.

Alex Trueman with Verizon presented the application and stated they wanted to amend the
request from being a two hundred and fifty (250) foot self-support cellular tower to be a three
hundred (300) foot tower in order to provide the largest amount of coverage possible. He stated
the coverage in that area is terrible and with the increase in work and school from home it has
put a lot of pressure on the demand for network. He also stated that the majority of emergency
calls come from cell phones, and they have received complaints from people in that area not
being able to call for help. He said emergency service response is a huge factor in this request.

Seaberg asked about the Conditional Use Permit for a tower that was obtained for that area years
ago.

Trueman said he doesn’t know all the details as to what happened but explained that request
came through a partnership with another company, where this is coming directly from Verizon.
He also explained complications with fiber optics and setbacks back then and how things have
changed since that time.

Lindow asked what the communications reach will be.

Trueman said it will be a massive increase.

Lindow asked if he thought it would be around five (5) miles.
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Trueman said it would be several miles.

Lindow mentioned that a lot of people hunt to the North of the road and asked if the coverage
will extend through the woods.

Trueman said yes.

Danny Smith asked where on State Highway 113 this is located.

Skalin said East Bad Medicine Lake Road.

Leslie Fleischman spoke and said she agrees with this request. She stated there have been several
emergencies over the years and no cell signal. She shared about two (2) incidents, one involving
a fire and another a medical emergency where she had to drive to Holmer Road to get a signal
and call for help.

As there was no one else to speak for or against the application, testimony closed.

There was one letter received in regard to this application and is entered below:
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Jon L. Wanzek
January 22, 2024

County of Becker

c/o Planning and Zoning Commission
915 Lake Ave

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

RE: Request to Reject the Permit for Installation of a Verizon Cellular Tower near Bad
Medicine Lake, Minnesota

Dear Members of the Becker County Planning and Zoning Commission,

| am writing to you as a concerned citizen and an ardent advocate for the preservation of
our state's natural beauty and environmental integrity. Bad Medicine Lake, a gem in the
heart of Minnesota, is renowned for its pristine and unspoiled beauty, drawing admirers
from far and wide. It is with a sense of urgency that | request the rejection of the proposed
permit for the installation of a Verizon cellular tower in the vicinity of this magnificent lake.
The following points encapsulate the core of our community's concerns:

- Preservation of Natural Beauty: Bad Medicine Lake stands as a testament to
Minnesota's commitment to natural preservation. The construction of a cellular
tower near the lake would severely disrupt the visual aesthetics that define this
beloved landscape.

- Protection Against Light Pollution: The introduction of a cellular tower risks
contributing to light pollution, detracting from the area's dark skies, which are not
only a key aspect of its allure but also vital for nocturnal wildlife. Also, it is a visual
light trespass issue on this pristine lake.

- Wildlife and Ecosystem Preservation: The area around Bad Medicine Lake is
home to a diverse array of wildlife. The construction and operation of a a cellular
tower could pose significant risks to these species, disrupting their natural habitats
and migration patterns.

- Impact on Property Values: The installation of a cellular tower could potentially
depreciate the property values around the lake. This area is cherished for its
scenic unspoiled vistas, and any alteration could negatively impact the appeal of
living near this beautiful lake.

505 Broadway N, Unit 305 25 Floral Street, Apt. 301
Fargo, ND 58102 +1(701) 238-1835 Covent Garden
sa jon@wanzek.us London WC2E 9D5, UK
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Jon L. Wanzek

In light of these considerations, | urge the Becker County FPlanning and Zoning
Commission to deny the permit for the Verizon cellular tower near Bad Medicine Lake. It is
imperative that we prioritize the preservation of our state's natural treasures over
technological expansion, especially when alternative solutions are viable.

| propose that Verizon be encouraged to consider alternative locations for the tower
installation. Areas further removed from the lake, deeper in the woods, or in less visually
sensitive locales could serve as suitable alternatives, ensuring both technological
advancement and the preservation of our natural heritage. There are many sites nearby
that would not impact so many valuable lake homes.

| trust that the Commission will give due consideration to these concerns and make a
decision that aligns with our community's values and commitment to environmental
stewardship. Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

o

Jon L. Wanzek
701-238-1835
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120  Skalin said he has a cabin in the dead zone. He said last year a hunter got shot and emergency
121  services had a hard time finding him because they couldn’t triangulate a signal. He commented
122  that if an all-terrain vehicle breaks down, people cannot call for help. He said this does a service
123 to the whole area.

124

125  Hall agreed.

126
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Seaberg said for the request a few years ago emergency response time was a big issue.

MOTION: Hall motioned to approve the application with the amended height of
three hundred (300) feet. Aho second.

Vareberg asked that they include the findings below and stated that in terms of a public water
setback the ordinance states that no tower facility shall be established within a half-mile of a
public water. While this is outside of the shoreland area there is a public body of water within a
half-mile of it. He said it is allowed if there is a finding created and would just say that the
finding is that Verizon is not capable of providing this enhancement in this dead-zone area while
meeting that half-mile setback from any public water.
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FINDINGS, REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

1. By Application completed January 31%, 2024 (the “Application™), Verizon has requested
a Conditional Use Permit (“CUP™) to allow for construction and operation of a cellular
tower, on approximately 4.34 acres of land (located generally in the SW % of the NW V4
in Section 03, Township 142, Range 037 in Becker County.

2. Chapter 8, Section 11 of the County Zoning Ordinance identifies the decisional criteria
that apply to CUP requests. Subpart F of this Section indicates:

No conditional use shall be recommended by the County Planning
Commission or granted by the Board of County Commissioners
unless the Commission or the Board shall find that all of the following
criteria are met:

o

. Affect on surrounding property. That the conditional use will not harm

the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the

purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish or impair property

values within the immediate vicinity.

Affect on orderly, consistent development. That establishing the

conditional use will not impede the normal, orderly development and

improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant

in the area.

Adequate facilities. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and

other necessary facilities have been or are being provided.

Adequate parking. That adequate measures have been or will be taken

to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading spaces to serve the

proposed use.

Not a nuisance. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to

prevent or control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and vibration, so

none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and

other lights so that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result.

Additional criteria for shoreland areas. In Shoreland areas. it shall

be found that adequate measures have been or will be taken to assure that:
a. Pollution. Soil erosion or other possible pollution of public waters

will be prevented, both during and after construction;



b. View from public waters, That the visibility of structures and
other facilities as viewed from public waters will be limited;
¢. Adequate utilities. That the site is adequate for water supply
and on-site sewage treatment; and
d. Watercraft. That the types, uses, and number of watercrafts that the
project will generate can be safely accommodated.

3. The Application came before the Planning Commission at its meeting on January 31%,
2024. The Commission conducted the public hearing required by law and took testimony
from the applicant and interested parties. The Commission also received written
documentation and wrillen lestimony.

4. Based on review of the documentation submitted and the testimony provided, the
Commission recommends to the County Board that it approve the CUP request for the
following reasons:

1. Affect on surrounding property. That the conditional use will not harm
the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the
purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish or impair property
values within the immediate vicinity.

Immediate is defined as near, closest or adjacent. All adjacent land is
vacant and either State or County owned having no active permitted use in
play. There is extensive setbacks between the tower, occupied land and
shoreland areas. Written testimony received stated property values could
be negatively impacted. However, no evidence was submitted supporting
the statement.

2. Affect on orderly, consistent development. That establishing the
conditional use will not impede the normal, orderly development and
improvement of surrounding vacant property for nses predominant

in the area.

Although, no evidence exists indicating a negative effect on development by
a tower, the surrounding vacant land is owned by either Becker County or the
State of Minnesota with no anticipated development plans in the future.
However, cellular service has become a necessity and the Commission finds
if the adjacent land were to be developed the application would only enhance
the use if any were to be established.
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3. Adequate facilities. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and
other necessary facilities have been or are being provided.

Existing access to the parcel exists and a access road to the tower site will
be established. Utilities required such as power and fiber utilities will be
established at the time of construction within public right of way.

4. Adequate parking. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to
provide sufficient off-street parking and loading spaces to serve the
proposed use.

Parking will only be necessary during construction and maintenance of
the tower, however there is adequate area on the parcel to accommodate
parking when needed.

5. Not a nuisance. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to
prevent or control offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and vibration, so none
of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs and other
lights so that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result.

No offensive odors, fumes, dust, noise, or vibrations are known at this time
to be produced by this application. All lighting produced by the application
will be incompliance with Federal Aviation Administration regulations.

6. Additional criteria for shoreland areas. In Shorcland areas. it shall
be found that adequate measures have been or will be taken to assure that:
N/A
a. Pollution. Soil erosion or other possible pollution of public waters
will be prevented, both during and after construction;

b. View from public waters. That the visibility of structures and
other facilities as viewed from public waters will be limited:

¢. Adequate utilities. That the site is adequate for water supply
and on-site sewage treatment; and
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d. Watercraft. That the types, uses, and number of watercrafts that the
project will generate can be safely accommodated.

Hall and Aho accepted the findings to be included with the motion and second. Roll
Call; All in favor. Motion carried.

1. APPLICANT: MAHUBE-OTWA Community Action Partnership on behalf of
Bernard D Crotts 44570 School House Rd Osage, MN 56570 Project Location: 23662
Bernies Rd Osage, MN 56570 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number:
28.0176.000 Section 27 Township 140 Range 038; 27-140-38 NW1/4 NE1/4 LESS E 25 AC
(28-176-1, 28-176-4). APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a
Conditional Use Permit for a non-shoreland multi-unit development consisting of eight (8)
units.

Liz Kuoppala with MAHUBE presented the application. She stated that before the meeting they
were made aware of an MPCA violation at the property but asked that everyone present still be
able to give testimony, and then they would table to get more information on the violation.

Blomseth said she is able to table at any time.

Kuoppala and Dan Josephson shared the history of MAHUBE’s work with veterans and how this
project came to be.

There was discussion on the screening process, staffing, and transportation.

Many neighbors spoke and shared concerns about the road in the winter as it is the last to get
plowed, concerns with hunters and PTSD, the affect on wildlife, concerns with the property
owner’s understanding of this project, the amount of law enforcement calls to that property, the
distance from emergency services, transportation outside of normal operating hours, and access
to the property.

Many letters were received before the meeting. Those were not read again but are entered below
along with letters that were read during the meeting.

10
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A MAN, OUR HERD, HIS LEGACY

BRADY OBERG

QR Fm e EEAEE B ey e e

= Ty

LS =

Regarding: Bernie's Place, Timy Home Veterans’ Village
To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of the Brady Oberg Legacy Foundation, | am writing to express our support for Bernie's
Place, the innovative veteran's village that holds great promise for our esteemed servicemen and
servicewomen.

At the heart of our mission is the commitment to creating environments where veterans not only
receive the support, they need but also find a community where they belong. Bernie's Place aligns
seamlessly with this vision, providing a unique space where veterans can connect with like-minded
individuals who share their experiences and understand the challenges they may face.

The concept of Bernie's Place is a testament to the belief that the camaraderie among veterans is a
powerful force for healing and support. Being surrounded by others who have walked a similar path
creates a sense of understanding, empathy, and belonging — crucial elements in the journey towards
reintegration and well-being.

We are particularly impressed by the approach Bernie's Place takes in addressing the needs of
veterans. Providing a space where they can not only reside and get transportation but also build
meaningful connections is a vital step in fostering a sense of purpose and community.

As the Brady Oberg Legacy Foundation, we stand behind initiatives that contribute to the well-being
of our veterans, and Bernie's Place exemplifies a commendable effort in this regard. We believe that
by supporting this veteran's village, we are contributing to the realization of our shared mission —to
make a positive and lasting impact on the lives of those who have served our nation.

If there are opportunities for collaboration, partnership, or any way in which the Brady Oberg Legacy
Foundation can further support Bernie's Place, please do not hesitate to reach out. We are excited
about the potential of this project and look forward to witnessing the positive transformation it will
bring to the lives of our veterans.

Thank you for your dedication to this cause, and we wish Bernie's Place every success in providing a
supportive and enriching community for our veterans.

Sincerely,

Tracy Dunham
Executive Director
Brady Oberg Legacy Foundation

11
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Anishinaabe Endaad
3529 Zenith Ave. N
Minneapolis, MN 55422

Becker County Planning and Zoning
915 Lake Ave
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

RE: Letter of Support for Bernie's Place Veterans Village
To Whom It May Concern:

Anishinaabe Endaad is a culturally specific permanent supportive housing program that seeks
to promote healing and long-term life changes in Native people by focusing on recovery,
community, and culture on White Earth Reservation.

We see every day the impact of creating community for our clients to support each other as they
partner with professional service providers and cultural events. Bernie's Place will help fill a
huge gap in the area by providing temporary housing to veterans who are experiencing
homelessness or housing instability. We take our clients into nature as part of their healing
process and have seen people thrive by reconnecting with themselves in the natural
environment. Additionally, Bernie's Place, by focusing on veterans, will create an opportunity for
interested organizations and volunteers to engage meaningfully with clients to help build their
social capital as they get back on their feet.

We encourage your support of this vital community resource and look forward to partnering in its
ongoing success.

Sincerely,

Adam Fal'rbanas [Jan 11,2024 15:50 C5T)

Adam Fairbanks

12
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\\/ Essentia Health

January 17, 2024

Becker County Planning and Zoning
915 Lake Ave

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
RE: Tiny Home Village Project
Dear Friends,

Housing is a recognized social determinant of health that directly impacts the health and lives of
individuals and families in our communities. Many rural areas struggle to provide adequate and
affordable housing for residents and the availability of jobs, challenges with transportation, and
barriers related to accessing healthcare and other services impacts rural residents’ health and
well-being. Certain populations, such as veterans, may also experience additional challenges
related to the social determinants of health due to the unique social, emaotional, and physical
health needs of these populations.

The U.5. Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Rural Health estimates that almost a quarter
of all veterans reside in rural communities (U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Rural Veteran
Health Care Challenges, 2023). Essentia Health is a non-profit, integrated health system caring
for patients in Minnesota, North Dakota, and Wisconsin. As a leader in rural healthcare, Essentia
Health helps to build healthy communities by working collaboratively with patients, providers,
and community stakeholders.

At Essentia Health, we are called to make a healthy difference in people’s lives. To fulfill that
mission, we seek opportunities to both enhance the care we provide and improve health within
our communities. Essentia Health is proud to support MAHUBE-OTWA's Tiny Home Village and
efforts that prioritize the health and well-being of homeless veterans in Backer County,
Minnesota. Please join us in supporting MAHUBE-OTWA and making a healthy difference in the
lives of veterans.

Sincerely,
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Tanner Goodrich
Senior Vice President, Operations
Essentia Health 5t. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

13



190
191

192
193

194
195

The Detroit Lakes League of Women Voters supports Bernie's Place and housing for veterans. We urge the Becker
County Planning and Zoning Commission to rezone this property so that facilities can be built for veterans in need. The
plight of homeless veterans is a national and local concern. Supportive services are necessary to help veterans he
successful. These people have sacrificed for our country and deserve support and secure shelter. Please prioritize the
well-being of the veterans in our community by rezoning this property.

Respectfully,
Carol Nustad, Vice President, on behalf of the Detroit Lakes League of Women Voters.
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[Justin case it needs to be said, the thoughts and views expressed here are mine alone and do not reflect the
position of the DoD, US Army, the 82nd Airborne Division, the United States, or anyone else.]

To Whom it May Concern,

I recently learned that a veterans’ village has been proposed for a rural area of Minnesota, near Park Rapids and
Detroit Lakes. As a combat veteran from Minnesota, | wanted to share my thoughts on the plan. lunderstand the
proposed village may foster fear among the community citizens who work hard every day to provide a clean, safe
area for their families to live. Minnesota has a strong history of service to freedom, from impressive service during
the Civil War to sustained combat operations during the Global War on Terror. Veterans struggling with a return to
civilian life are not in search of hand-outs, but rather a guiding hand to get back on the path to a normal, civilian
life. A small, quiet setting in the woods with space to visit with a counselor or a therapist is, for countless vets, the
thing that dreams are made of.

Those of us who have enjoyed life in rural Minnesota have enjoyed the comfort of small-town familiarity. We can
leave our cars running when we run into the gas station, and the front door is never locked. Anything that threatens
that way of life is suspect, and rightly so. Nobody wants to turn rural Minnesota into downtown Seattle, Portland,
or New York City, with the problems of rampant drug abuse, robbery, and vagrancy. Veterans searching for the
chance to take a rest from the thoughts and memaories they bring home from overseas don’t want to turn the
woods of Minnesota into a crime infested San Francisco street, either.

Minnesotans have long been volunteering their lives for American ideals and freedom around the world. 12 Infantry
Regiments fought alongside the other Union States in the CivilWar, joined by four Minnesota Artillery Batteries and
several cavalry units. Since then, Minnesota has distinguished itself in every major conflict our nation has fought.
Today, the 34" Infantry Division, headguartered in Minnesota, regularly deploys to unstable regions around the
globe, sending Minnesotans to maintain peace and establish liberty for others.

Veterans do not leave the service and return home hoping to be spoon fed for the rest of their life. The very traits
required to serve and receive an honorable discharge mean that veterans, by their nature, want to earn for
themselves and provide for their families and communities. Often though, the sudden transition from service to
civilian life is complicated by trying to sort through those things witnessed and experienced overseas while
simultaneously searching for civilian employment, switching the children’s schools, finding the family a new place
to live, and so on. For many vets, the solitude of the wilderness allows for space to face those memories. The late
Gary Beikirch, for example, who served as a special forces medic in Vietnam, found that it was betterto live in a
cave in the forest than to face people in town and at college. Gary's service in Vietnam earned him the Medal of

Honor, and is detailed in several documentaries and this YouTube video: Gary Beikirch, Medal of Honor, Vietnam

War (youtube.com). Unfortunately for Gary, and for 22 veterans every day who choose suicide as their exit
strategy, there are not many resources like the one proposed.

A small, quiet setting, where a veteran can take a walk in the woods with a trauma counselor, can meetina
meeting room with a job coach, and can restart civilian life, is a dream come true for 3o many veterans. Veterans
want to return to civilian life as contributing members of their community, but sometimes need a guiding hand to
help them along in the transition. With so many veterans coming to serve from Minnesota, it makes sense that a
place such as this veterans’ village would be a great resource. The fears expressed by some are not necessarily
undue, but it is important to recognize that the proposed veterans’ village serves to prevent those fears from
becoming reality. It just might be your own relative veteran’s life you save, by recommending this village to them in
their time of difficulty. Let’s do what we can to bring more veterans back into society as healthy, contributing
citizens, and bring our suicide rate from 22 per day down to zero.

Sincerely,
Eric Randall
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Subject: [EXTERNAL]Janis Weets has shared a file with you and are opposed to this project. We
have the adjoining property and would like to be placed on the agenda for January 31st
200 at 6pm. Sincerely, Tom and Janis Weets
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within a sacred community that
meets the requirements of
subdivision 4.

(f) "Religious institution”
meanm&humh,iymgﬂgue,
mosque, or other religious
organization organized under
chapter 315.

(g) "Sacred community”

means a residential settlement

grounds of a religious institution's
primary worship location primarily
for the purpose of providing
permanent housing for chronically
homeless persons, extremely low-
income persons, and designated

volunteers that meets the
requirements of subdivision 3.

Subd. 2. Dwelling in micro
units in sacred communities
authorized. Religious institutions
are authorized to provide
permanent housing to people who
are chronically homeless, extremely
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Sec. 57. [327.30] SACRED
COMMUNITIES AND MICRO-UNIT

DWELLINGS.

Subdivision 1. Definitions.
(a) For the purposes of this section,
the following terms have the
meanings given.

(b) "Chronically homeless"

individual who:

(1) is homeless and lives or
resides in a place not meant for
human habitation, a safe haven, or
in an emergency shelter;

(2) has been homeless and
living or residing in a place not
meant for human habitation, a safe

(3) has an adult head of
household, or a minor head-of—
h hold if n It i nt in
Ihihﬂl&.ﬁihﬂlﬂdiﬂh_ﬂ_dlﬂgﬂmﬂbl&
substance use disorder, serious

mental illness, developmental
disahilitv. nost-traumatic stress

19



wx @ HF1872.. £ 0O

revisor.mn.gov

m Minnesota Legislature

Offlce of the
Revisor of

Statutes

— Revisor Menu

H F 1 872 Status in the House for the 93rd Legi

Current bill text: As Introduced Companion: SF247
Add HF 1872 to MyBills Companion Text
Version List Senate Search
Long Description Further Committed
Description
Micro-unit dwellings authorized on religious properties.
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R State of Minnesota 1

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
NNET T sEssios H. F. No. 1 872

Q60T Asthewed bry Voolbins, New Briaadiey, [T, 1assan, Dandels sl othors
The Bl wans remd for the first time and referred o the Comemritios on Labor and Induastry Finasce and Policy

11 A bill for an act

12 relating 10 manufactured homes; authorizing micro-unit dwellings on religious
13 propertics; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 327,

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

15 Section 1. [327.30] SACRED COMMUNITIES AND MICRO-UNIT DWELLINGS,

16 Subdivision |, Definitions. (3) For the purposes of this section, the following terms have
1.7 the meanings given.

I % (b) "Chronically homeless™ has the meaning given in United States Code, title 42, section
19 11360, as amended through May 20, 2009,

110 (c) "Designated volunteers” means persons who have not experienced homelessness and

111 have been approved by the religious institution to live in a sacred community as their sole
112 form of hous

113 (d) "Extremely low income™ means an income that is equal to or less than 30 percent of
114 the arca median income, adjusted for family size, as estimated by the Department of Housing
114 and Urban Development.

116 (¢) "Micro unit” means a mobile residential dwelling providing permanent housing

117 within a sacred community that meets the requirements of subdivision 4.

(RE (1) "Sacred community " means a residential settlement established on or contiguous to
119 the grounds of a religious institution’s primary worship location primarily for the purpose
120 of providing permanent housing for chronically homeless persons, extremely low-income
121 persons, and designated volunteers that meets the requirements of subdivision 3,
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Current Version - as intfroduced

A bill for am act
relating to manufactured homes; authorizing micro-unit dwellings onreligious
properties; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 327,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. [327.30) & LE
EllldlﬂimﬂL mxamwlmw th_[ﬂlbj&_lﬂglﬂmﬂlﬂiﬂ

m!ﬂmﬂwmsmﬂmﬂ&mﬂd@m.

Imljdmﬂim;hﬁhms and access (o units by emergency vehicles;
[m:.ummmmmﬂmgmmmmhmm amd

(y)safety protocols for severe weather,
_ I£) A sacred community is subject to municipal approval and regulation as a
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Awmshored by Eollins, Meu Brindley, Fllins, Hassazn, Danials 2nd others
The bill won read fior the fret tme wnd mfemed o the Commities on Labor and Indnstry Finamcs and Policy

A bl for an act

relafing to mamufactured homes; authonzing micro-unit dwelhings on rehgiows
properties; proposmg coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 327.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINMESOTA:

Section 1. [327.30] SACEED COMMUNITIES AND MICEO-UNIT DWELLINGS.

Subdrision 1. Definitions. (a) For the purposes of this secton, the following terms have

the meaninzs given.
(b} "Chromecally homeless" has the meammg siven in United States Code, fitle 42, sechion
11360, as amended through May 20 2009

(c) "Designated voluntesers" means persons who have not expenenced homelessnass and

have been approved by the relizious institution to live in a sacred communaty as their sole

form of bousing.

{d) "Extremely low income” means an income that 15 equal to or less than 30 percent of

the area median income. admsted for family size. as estimated by the Department of Housinz
and Urban Development.

(&) "Micro unit" means a mobile residental dwelhing providing permanent housins

within a sacred commumity that meets the requirements of subdivision 4.

(f) "Sacred community” means a residential settlement established on or contizuouns to

the prounds of 3 relizious institution's promary worship location prmanly for the pupose

of providing permanent housing for chromcally homeless persons, exremely low-income

persons, and desipnated volinteers that meets the requirements of subdivizion 3.
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1l Subd. 2. Dwelling in micro undts in sacred communities authorized, Rehzious

12 institutions are authonzed to provide permanent housimg to people who are chronically

13 homeless, extremely low-meome, or desiznated volunteers, n sacred commmmities composed

14 of micro umis.

15 Subd. 3. Sacred community reguirements. (3} A sacred community must provide

16 residents of micro units access to water and electric utilities either by connecting the micro

17 units to the uhlines that are serving the principal bwlding on the lot or by other comparable

18 mezns, or by providing the residents access to permanent common kitchen facilities and
19 commeon facilihes for toilet, bathing, and laundry with the mumber and type of fixtures
110 required for an E-2 boarding house under Minnesota Rules, part 1305.2902. Any umts that

211 are plumbed shall not be meluded in determuning the minmom oumber of fixtures required

112 for the common facilites.

113 (b} A sacred communuty under this section momst:
114 (1} be approprately msured:
115 (2} have between one-third and 40 percent of the micro units occuped by designated

116  volunfeers; and

2117 (3) provide the munscipality with a wnitten plan approved by the rehizious insttution's
118 govemning board that outlines:

110 (1) disposal of water and sewage from mucro umits if not plumbed:

1230 {1} septic tank dramnage if plumbed unts are not hooked up to the pnmary weorship

121  location’s system:

in {11} adequate parking. hghting. and access to units by emergency vehicles;

113 (1) protocols for secwity and addressine conduct within the settlement: and

14 () safety protocols for severe weather

125 (e} A zacred community 15 subject to munterpal approval and repulation as 3 permrtted

126  use, condiftonal use, or planned unit development, as determmined by the munsecipality. If so

117  approved, addiional peroutting 15 not required for indvidual mocro wnits.

128 (d) Sacred communities are subject to the laws governmmg landlords and tenants under

120 chapter 5048,

130 Subd. 4. Alicro unit requirements. (2} In order to be ehigible to be placed wathin 3

131 sacred community, a mucro unit must be bualt to the requirements of the American National
131  Standards Instiute (ANSI) Code 1195, whach includes standards for heating, electncal

Secton 1.
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systems. and fire and life safety. A micro umit must also meet the following techmical

requirements:

(1) be no more than 400 gross square fest:

(2) be bt on 3 permanent chassis and anchored to pin foundations with engmeered

fasteners:

(3} have externor matenials that are compatible n composiion. appearance, and dorabihity
to the extenior matenals used in standard residential construction;

(4) have a mimmmm msulation rating of B-20 in walls. B-30 1n floors, and E-38 in
ceilings, a: well as resadential grade insulated doors and windows:

(5) have a drv, compostable, or plumbed toilet or other svstem mesting the reqmrements
of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Chapter T080;

(6) have either an electnical system that meets NFPA 70 NEC, section 551 or 552 as
applicable or a low voltage electneal system that meets ANSIEVIA Low Voltaze Standard

cuwrrent sdition;

(7} have minmmmm wall framme with twoe mceh by four inch wood or metal sinds wath

fir of 16 inches to 24 inches on center. or the ralent in strucnural insulated panals.

with a floor load of 40 pounds per sguare foot and a roof bve load of 42 pounds per square
foot; and

(8) have smoke and carbon monoxide detectors imstalled.

(b) All mieve wnats, meluding their anchoring, must be mspected and certified for
compliance with these requirement: by a heensed Minnesota professional engpineer or
cualified third-party mspector for ANSI complisnce accredited pursuant fo either the
Amsncan Society for Testing and Materials Appendix E54] or ISOTEC 17020

() Miero uniis that connect fo whlihes soch as water, sewer, gas. or elecinic, must obiain

an 3 O U2y 3 the ity or unlity for that conmection

(d) Micro units must comply with mumemal setback requirements estabhished by
ordinance for mamfacnuwed homes. If 2 mumeipality does not have such an ordinance, micro
units must be set back on all sides by at least ten fiet.
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Becker County Planning & Zoning January 22, 2024
915 Lake Ave.
Detroit Lakes. MN 56501

Dear Board Member’s.

Our mission at the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV) is to end veteran homelessness in the
state of Minnesota. MACVs goal is supporting veterans in their time of need with a range of services, to
include housing, employment support. if needed. legal services. For over 16 years, we have collaborated with
MAHUBE-OTWA, and we endorse the proposal for Bernie's Place, the Tiny Home Veterans’ Village presented
by MAHUBE-OTWA Community Action Partnership. MACV assists housing veterans with unique challenges
through our housing programs. Our primary focus is to connect with veterans residing in Minnesota at any point
along their journey towards achieving housing stability. We have observed numerous factors leading to veterans
experiencing homelessness, and our experience underscores the crucial impact of offering housing stability and
support as these veterans strive to reconstruct their lives.

Veterans in the rural areas of Minnesota encounter substantial challenges in achieving stability. Affordable
housing is frequently hard to come by, and many veterans face difficulties in securing employment with a
livable wage. Public transportation is often non-existent in these regions, and services tailored to veterans are
scarce. Another notable challenge in rural regions is the absence of emergency shelters in remote areas. Our
emergency housing program coordinates with strategic partners such as shelters. other outreach teams, area
hotels, and other veterans’ organizations to secure basic resources for veterans who have the most acute
challenges to finding housing stability. MACV continues to provide long-term solutions in the pursuit of ending
Veteran homelessness.

We are excited about the rural tiny home project designed to support veterans in rural areas, and we are
committed to our partnership to help ensure its future success.

Sincerely,
Kevin Beichler

Northern Regional Director
MN Assistance Council for Veterans
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As disabled veterans who have lived in the Osage hills for nearly 4 decades in a small home we built ourselves, we can
attest how living with gardens and the forest around us has calmed our souls. Knowing Bernie rather well for these past
decades we appreciate the grand gesture he’s made with the gift of this land.

Tiny homes will allow whoever lives in them on that land to directly connect with nature.

We fully support this project.

(The Fargo VAMC is one of the best in the nation)

Bruce Brummitt
Cheryl Valois

24747 Guyles Road
Ponsford, MN 56575

218-255-4804
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Tuesday, January 30th, 2024
To Whom 1t may concern,

As a church i the great Detroit Lakes area. our commumnity 1s daily made aware of the needs for
housing and lodging that many in our greater community have. As a church, we contribute
finanacially to the work that First Lutheran - DL 1s doing to address the problem of
homelessness.

As a church, we support all of the work they do to alleviate poverty and homelessness. whether
that work be financially, in providing basic essentials for life and living. transporting those
without proper transportation. and seeking out housing solutions in the area.

In addition. as a commumnity 1 rural Audubon. we offer a “Little Free Food Pantry™ outside of our
church, providing essentials for those that can reach our church. We see a lot of crossover from
those First Lutheran sees and those that our Little Free pantry sees. mmplving that the problem of
affordable housing. food. and life essentials 1s not specific to Detroit Lakes but 1s a problem for
all of the surrounding towns.

We concur with First Lutheran’s assessment that the problem 1s beyvond the scope of FLC or the
surrounding area churches to solve. Becker County needs a larger-scale address, infrastructural
mvestment, and institutional focus. The project of Bernnie’s Place, the Tiny Homes Veterans
Village seems to be just such an investment and focus. [ and the congregation of 5t. Peter’s
Lutheran Church would find such a local project hopeful and helpful.

We would celebrate this investment. as 1t 15 the duty of our government according to our bablical
tradition (cf Psalm 72:4; Isaiah 10:1-2; Romans 13:6; etc.)

It 15 with sincere jov and hope that [ support the efforts of Bernie's Place and 1its pursuits to
support our troops and combat veteran homelessness 1n our county.

Peace,

The Reverend Matthew Engum
Pastor, 5t. Peter’s Lutheran Church | Audubon. MN
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«, BECKER COUNTY

Veterans Service Office

915 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
Phone: 218-846-7312 « Fax: 218-846-7325
matt.erickson@co.becker. mn.us

January 16, 2024

Becker County Planning and Zoning Commission
915 Lake Ave
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501

Planning and Zoning Commission,

As you know, my staff and | work with Veterans on a daily basis, primarily helping
them navigate their eligibility for the various benefits through state and Federal
programs. However, at times we assist them with their emerging needs,
including financial assistance, health concerns, and homelessness. Since we
started keeping track of individual issues for our Veterans (June 2023) we have
had 55 individual consultations and contacts with Veterans about housing issues
and homelessness, which is the 8" most common of the 24 separate types of
issues we track. This appears to objectively demonstrate the need for attention
to the homelessness issue within Becker County, and the larger region of
western and northwestern Minnesota where shelters are largely non-existent.

The proposed tiny homes being offered as temporary housing through MAHUBE-
OTWA (tentatively called Bernie's Place), would provide short-term housing
stability so that our Veterans can go through the longer process of intake and
case management through partner agencies to a) determine available resources
and assistance, b) determine what if any barriers need to be overcome, and c)
allow them to simultaneously address other issues, including financial, legal, and
health issues.

Thank you for your consideration to this issue.

Sl

Matt Erickson
Becker County Veterans Service Officer
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My preference would be to mail all the members of the planning and zoning commissicen; you do not include their email
addresses on your website.

This input from a born and raised Becker County resident and taxpayer:
To Kyke Vareberg and members of the planning and zoning commission:

Please support the request from Mahube-OTWA Community Action partnership on behalf of Bernard D. Crotts for their
conditional use permit on legal land description: Tax ID number 28.0176.000 Sec 27 Twp140 Range 038.

The proposed 8 unit multi development is a much needed housing arrangement for a specific population now greatly
underserved in our county. If this propesal was more widely publicized | believe you would have a great positive response
from county residents.

Thanks for your support.
| would appreciate confirmation that this input is received by the entire planning commission.

Laurie Lynch Fong

Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner

and certified Public Health Nurse, Retired
218-850-2582

Dear Nicole and board of decisionmakers

My husband Steve and | have owned a resort west of Detroit Lakes for the past 25 years. Many of our guests return year
after year to the same cabin and in the same week. They repart they like the safe feeling, serene and quiet setting.

After reviewing the project setting and plan for Muhube-OTWA involvement, | am thrilled to endorse this project. What
a meaningful way to support the needs of those who have served our country. Should the opportunity for

homeless people to reside here who have needs and perhaps are not veterans, let it be God's will there is space for
these people too.

The plan to have the project in a rural setting seems ideal. This will provide a chance to bond with nature, feel safe, and
have the peace and quiet rural communities offer.

Blessings
Cheryl & Steve Hedlund, owners
End of the Road Resort, Lake Park MN
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lam writing to you about my brother Bernard Crotts property that he has at 44570 schoolhouse Rd, Osage, MN
56570
Please let me start with ,Our Grandparents Renio and Esther Bakkenta who bought 80 acres for $ 200. Plus
dollars back in the day. Our grandparents were 100% Finnish. They worked the land,
They built a little cabin on The property until they could build a family home, a barn and a sauna.
Our grandparents , our mother Ellen Bakkenta (Crotts)Makinen and Father Dwight Crotts made this our home
Jfarmed and took care of the land.
Our mother sold 40 acres. And the remaining 40 acres was left as the family farm.
In the 70's our mother sold the family farm for $1.00 to my brother Bernard so he could have a new house
built buy HUD housing, since there was never any running water in the old house. The property had to be in
his name.
Our Grandmother and mother always paid the taxes until our mothers death.
Bernard never took care of the farm,burnt the swamp and let the fire get away and burnt the barn down
and previously the sauna, wood shed. He let the garage come down also.
There is nothing left, Only the house that was built in the 70's. He never built or developed the land.
He has torn down and destroyed what was built over the years of our grandparents and parents.
The problems our brother Bernard has let happen on this property over the last few years, with the sheriff's
coming out to deal with Bernard daughter and friend, has been disgraceful.
It took the family to push Bernard to get a restraining order on his daughter and her friend, to get the
unwanted activities going on in that house out.
Bernard does not know how to deal or to solve the problem with drugs and mental health. He just turned a
blind eye to what was going on.
He allowed, the unwanted and activities on the property instead of solving the problem.
This took months to get cleaned up by the family.

The surrounding properties was built and developed by our generations of family's
In this area. Many of our cousins still have, that our family's grandparents and great grandparents built and
developed.

Please do not let this happen in this community of familys.

It is not close to town, meaning additional resources to get help.
Road development in and out of the property.
Since it would involve our cousins property and neighbors
Additional taxes to the neighbors in the county.
Wet land study for the surrounding property.
DNR did have rights to get across main part of the property to get to the north to the state land.
Losing homestead rights.
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With talking with my brother he is hard of hearing, has poor eye sight , he is agreeing to what ever is said,
because off not hearing it right or understanding the outcome.
| just dont want someone or whoever to take advantage of my brother.
Please | ask you to reconsider of not allowing this development to happen or to go through in building and
developing these tiny homes.
Thank you for your time.
Attached is a picture of the farm before the new house was built.

Bernard Crotts sister
Debbie Ingram
3604855173
224
225
226
Becker County Planning and Zoning Commission:
We believe in housing opportunities for veterans because there is a great need for housing in this county.
We are members of Detroit Lakes Congregational Church, which is also supporting this initiative.
Please consider the necessary rezoning to allow this project to move forward.
Gini and Gary Kleingartner
227 Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
228

32



I support the Bernie's Place Tiny Homes project for homeless veterans. The Detroit Lakes area is in
desperate need of affordable housing. This project would make it possible for veterans to have a home
of their own in the midst of a rural Minnesota grassland. Tiny homes supply private living quarters at
ground level. A common building will have showers, computer access and private meeting space as
well as a game room. This arrangement would facilitate social interactions which are so important to
everyone. Also I understand that Mahube will use their vehicles to transport these veterans to
medical appointments while counselors and other mental health professionals will come onsite to
meet with their clients.

The planning of this project and its funding sources seems sound and timely. I think this project
should have the support of the Becker County Planning Board. Please approve the conditional use
permit.

LaRae McGillivray
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January 26, 2024
Attn: Planning and Zoning Department
To whom it may concern:

| am writing to express my strong opposition the proposed rezoning of 44570 School House Road Osage, MN 56570, tax
ID 28.0176.000 Section 27 Township 140 Range 038, 27-140-38 NW ¥ NE % Less E 25 AC (28-176-1, 28-176-4); Shell Lake
Township. While the local community may be unable to prevent development, nearly all residents in the area are
completely opposed to the addition of non-shoreland multi-unit development that will cause traffic and safety
problems, destroy local wildlife habitat, and potentially lower the property values of the existing community by the use
of the buildings to re-home people who are currently deemed homeless. It is my understanding Bernard Crotts is
seeking this development to use for homeless shelters/residences in order to avoid paying overdue taxes by donating
land for this purpose.

Property values are likely to go down in the area if multi-family/multi-unit developments are built. Multi family dwellings
are inconsistent with the housing developed in the area. This development would bring in low income/homeless
residents which could lead to increased crime rates and other negative social effects. It could also cause an unnecessary
burden to our law enforcement with increased need to monitor/police this area due to vagrancy.

Wildlife has been observed in the area, and any development will destroy their habitat. Any planned development of
the property should consider the continuing impact to local wildlife habitat.

| urge you to disapprove the proposed rezoning, and from recent discussions with neighbors, | know my opinions are
shared by many who have not managed to attend meetings or write letters and emails.

Thank you for your continued service and support of our communities.
0 Daneele Shipman
2024.01.26 09:32:00 -06'00
Daneele Shipman
44453 Schoolhouse Road
Osage, MIN 56570

218-234-7520
daneeleshipman@gmail.com
231 S
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Dear Ms Bradbury:
It is an exciting opportunity afforded by the gift of land to Mahube Otwa to build appropriate housing for homeless
veterans in our area. | strongly support this effort if appropriate supportive services and transportation are available on

site.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Sincerely,
Sharon Sinclair

Janis Weets <jlweets2022@outlook.com=

Wednesday, January 24, 2024 8:40 AM

Micole Bradbury; Tom Weets

[EXTERNAL]JFwd: FW: Bernie Crotts mtg on 1/31 concerning property lines as pictured in
agenda packet and showing our survey pins, and proper placement of our fenceline and
All the trees Are on our property .
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BERNIE'S PLACE, TINY HOME

— — VETERANS' Vll'.LAGE

. v

o tiny homme village

Hemie™s Place is a po
4 shased

consksting of cight tny homes und
conmumily space. Each niny home 1+ equipped
bedroom,  hatheom  and shower,

with &«
Kischen with sink/fodge/oven, & scuting arci

inshde and 0 deck outside The cornunon area

has laundey facilities, an office for service
with

providers 1o et contidentially

residents, o computer  sEation,  SPaC Toe
resident meetings of soclalizing, aloog with a
pool table and ping-paong table. Outade are
walking trails and a community ganden, The
space s ucked mnto the woods in the Osage
hills  appronimately 20 miles  from Park
Rapids and 20 mikes froen Detrost Lakes

> MAHURE OTWA will prosde transportation

(0 appointments amd services as noeded. The

unique features inclisde: safe and dignificd

= shebter, u stomg partner with the natural

environment as a traomasformed approach,

and private space for individuals or couples to

focus on themselves fird. Veterans will be

given priovity, bat will be open to other
homeless adults, if space is available

™~

, e . ‘J’. » -
How to Get Involved:
+ Consider donating - no minimum requirement

+ Share your ideas by emailing
or colling Liz 0t (218) 530-1691
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IMessage
Today 10:50 AM

Greetings to whom this
may concern, | amin
complete support of
Bernie, getting his permit
in helping disabled and
homeless American vets. |
believe this to be a
wonderful thing and |
applaud Bernie for doing
this. Best regards, James
Earl Clements.

Thank you! | will submit

this to Planning & Zoning.
- Liz Kuoppala

Hello -

| am a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and | live in Detroit Lakes at 1059 Minnesota Avenue, I'm
writing in support of Bernie's Place, Tiny Homes Veterans Village - the tiny homes proposed by Mahube-Otwa for
homeless veterans! Current surveys indicate that there are between 75 and 100 homeless vets in this county. | am
thrilled if we can get these homes built and help address this issue!

The Reverend Dr. Ruth E. Hetland

Interim Pastor at First Lutheran Church - Mahnomen, Minnesota Creator & Owner of ConseCrate Subscription Box, LLC
https://consecratebox.com/ https://consecratebox.etsy.com https://consecrate.cratejoy.com/
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To Nicole Bradbury,

| am writing to you to share my thoughts and concerns regarding the request for a Conditional Use Permit to build 8
units by MAHUBE OTWA Action Partnarship located in Shell Lake Township. The purpose of the project is to serve the
homeless people, primarily veterans, within Becker County.

As a Registered Nurse, | know the need to care for the most vulnerable populations within our community.
Homelessness is one of the greatest vulnerabilities a person could face, taking away a person's sense of security or hope.
Greater than that, is their inability to care for themselves properly when they lack a home to be able to do so in. This can
leave managing illnesses, chronic conditions, and mental health issues completely untreated for the homeless
population.

Veterans will be given priority through this project. Many veterans struggle with PTSD and may find themselves
triggered by the hunting that many of our local township residents partake in on their land. Again, their mental health
struggles require access to healthcare resources.

While | recognize the need for a long-term place for people to have shelter and live, without having to continuously find
a place to stay, | strongly discourage the pursuit of this project. As a resident of Shell Lake Township, | understand the
isolation and limited resources that comes with choosing to live 20 miles from a nearby town with all the resources a
person neads. The nearest grocery store is in Osage with prices higher than the nearest Walmart or grocery store in Park
Rapids or Detroit Lakes. The nearest hospital is 128 miles away in Park Rapids. Employment opportunities are 10 miles
away.

I am sharing an experience we witnassed where we learned the difficulty to receive timely emergency response when
residing 20 miles from Essentia hospital in Detroit Lakes and 18 miles from Essentia hospital in Park Rapids. A few years
ago, we had a major accident occur at the end of our driveway and we witnessed the emergency vehicles responding.
They were following GPS which had them take a longer route, which my husband and | noticed by them driving the
opposite direction instead of the shorter route. This adds additional time to an emergency response.

There may be times where there is no regular transportation available to the people residing at these units who will be
depending on the MAHUBE OTWA Action Partnership for transportation to appointments and jobs. | currently
homeschool, but my eldest child road the Frazee school bus last year. The gravel road conditions were terrible for part
of the winter that the bus driver had myself and another neighbor meet her at the townhall before and after school so
she would not risk sliding in the ditch

Unfortunately, the homeless population often deal with mental health and co-morbidities that can make needing
amergency services available a trus nead they have. Taking into consideration the longer response time, the distance

1

43



250
251

252
253

254
255

from a nearby hospital, and the gravel road conditions in the winter, | advocate for the homeless population needing a
maore permanent residence closer to the resources they need.

The old Ace building is currently empty within Detroit Lakes. | propose the MAHUBE OTWA Action Partnership pursuit
building a more permanent residence for the homeless population at that facility. Of course, there would be the need to
rebuild or remodel, but that is already needed where they are now requeasting this permit in Shell Lake Township.

The old Ace location is nearby many job opportunities, within walking distance, which would create a sense of
independence for the homeless when weather allows in the summertime. The MAHUBE program wouldn't be allocating
tons of funds just to the transportation that is needed for the homeless to access their needs. They would be close to
the hospital so they can receive the care they nead to manage their health and wellness. The Backer County Sherriff's
department would be able to better respond to situations.

| appreciate you reviewing my concerns and hope you are able to make the best decision to serve the homeless while
carefully considering the safety neads of the residents of Shell Lake Township.

Thank you,
Mariah Briard

Hello this email is in regards to the proposed shelter in the shell lake town ship. | want to start by saying the idea itself is
much need and would serve the community well. However the area in which the shelter is proposed lacks the
infrastructure to support such a facility. This includes but not limited to increasing road traffic on a township road,sewer
and water to support 8 residential properties including a common building., The staff of first responders required to
safely handle any issues that might arise. The area is rural by nature a facility of this sort is better suited in an area near
a suporting town. This would reduce costs associated with as simple of a subject as transportation to and from

town. This facility will affect neighboring property's as this is listed as residential in type but ultimately commercial in
nature especially with plans listed for future growth. It would devalue surrounding properties as they would become less
desirable with a commercial like property in the area.

Concerned Becker County resident

Good Morning,

| am emailing regarding the multi-unit development consisting of 8 units near shell lake.

I am all about helping out the Veterans, however, please see my concerns below on why | believe this is not a very good
idea.

This location is pretty much in the middle of nothing. How will the vet's get services out there. There is no public
transportation, can't just walk to grocery stores ar pharmacy's, what about leisure activities? Library, cinemas.
Emergencies! It will take a lot of time for ambulance or police to reach them. Most vet's go to the VA Hospital and the
closet is Fargo or Fergus Falls. Even if they go to Detroit Lakes or Park Rapids it is well over a half hour away.

Wildlife! | hunt the property that is next to it! This will affect the wildlife big time and what happens if a vet has PTSD
and cannot handle the sounds of gun shots. We duck hunt and rifle hunt; this can affect their well-being and can cause
mental and physical damage not to just them but others around them.

I could just keep going on and on but | believe this got my point across.

There is a lot of factors on why this location is not a good location.

Thank You,
Alyssa Cariveau
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In concern to homeless shelter(shell lake township),

| am a resident of shell lake township and | feel that there
is far to many cons then pros of putting the (veteran)
homeless shelter out here. We have many elderly people
out here that shouldn’t have to worry about crime or people
walking through their yard. Let alone we are at least 30
minutes away from any law enforcement. That is on good
road to, not the winter conditions if something were to
happen. Then we have people that hunt out here that
would not be very save to have veterans that may have
ptsd or develop ptsd out here. Plus the long travel to and
from town will be a lot of gas. It would save alot of time and
Mahune’s money so they can use it on other things. | think
it would benefit having it closer to town for the resources
that they may need. There is no parks or recreational
things they can do out here. | have nothing against
veterans/nomeless shelters | just think the location is
terrible.

| personally won't feel safe in my own home with this
being out here and law enforcement being so far away if

256

something did happen plus, | won’'t want to have to worry
about my future kid safety playing in the yard.

Sincerely, Hannah Clark
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From: Matt Clark <1985mattclark@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 9:35 AM
To: Micole Bradbury
Subject: [EXTERNALI

BECKER COUNTY SECURITY NOTICE:

This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before clicking on any links or attachments
: and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please contact support.

Hi I'm hear for the camp u are trying to pass on school house road off ove 34 it a great area for a family to live out on
every body hunt out on there property and the wild life right next to Bernie property . It is not a good place for veteran
or other that need help it is to far out of town for them to get the help they need. A great place would be next to the
army va or in town so when they need help it's mins away. So my vote is no for the camp.

Good morning.

| am writing to voice my support for this project of Bernie's Place. We live in the Snellman area and believe that the
quiet rural surroundings here can he a very calming and positive atmosphere for homeless veterans trying to get back on
their feet.

The tiny houses are efficient and living in one will offer veterans the quiet and peaceful solitude they may emationally,
mentally, and physically need. These may also offer them more autonomy that they would not have were they living in
crowded apartment buildings, etc. which can be vital for restoring or boosting one's sense of self-worth.

We've known Bernie for decades. This is a wonderful gift Bernie has given. He and his family have consistently
spearheaded projects to build and boost community in the Snellman, Shell Lake, Ponsford, Pine Point and Osage areas.
We are blessed to have a fantastic VA in Fargo, but they cannot do everything. Each community in this country needs to
pitch in and do what we can as well.

| am a disabled veteran myself and have seen some of the struggles homeless veterans have endured. Supporting our
troops includes supporting them when they return injured, scarred, and suffering, not just while they are in combat
overseas.

I fully support this project for our homeless veterans and encourage Becker County's Planning and Zoning Commission to
support this as well. Thank you.

Very Respectfully,

Budd Parker
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From: sarah clark <sarahclark271@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 11:28 AM
To: Micole Bradbury
Subject: [EXTERNALIHomeless shelter

BECKER COUNTY SECURITY NOTICE:
This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before clicking on any links or attachments and consider
whether you know the sender. For more information please contact support.

To whom it may concern

I think it's a great idea for a homeless shelter but | do think it's a horrible location that 35 minutes out of town can you
Imagine if there’s any emergency I've lived 10 minutes out of town and it's took the sheriffs office 45 minutes to get to
my house. What about transportation and what about them having activities to do? | mean that’s 35 minutes out of
town it's not like they can just walk, Also, you have to think that there’s a whole bunch of hunters out there and there’s
such thing as PTSD, which is very traumatic for some that | know personally because my father is a Vet you're gonna have
active hunters out there duck hunting deer hunting. You got muzzleloader and see if their PTSD goes on whack and
somebody gets injured in the process of that who is to blame because you guys put them out 35 minutes out of town like
| said it's a great idea horrible location if you're being gifted this property, put it up for auction use that money to buy a
property closer to town it will be way beneficial to them to be closer to town where they are able to access stuff get help
when they need help go to the park. Walk to go fishing. Thanks Sent from my iPhone

| support the development of Bernie's Place. As a Realtor, | am very aware of the shortage of affordable housing in
Becker County. This is a great opportunity that started with a gift of rural property that is highly sought after by those
who want to acquire hunting land or some acreage to build a single family home. Putting the land to use to alleviate
homelessness in the region and providing a safe environment surrounded by nature makes it very unique, especially
when it can help veterans.

| hope the zoning commission quickly approves this project. Also, hats off to Mahoney QTWA for being willing to provide
transportation as needed and to assist with collaborative services for future residents.

Deanna Sinclair
Counselor Realty of Detroit Lakes
218.850.6547

From: Trevor Stilke <tstilke23@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 11:54 AM
To: Nicole Bradbury

Subject: [EXTERNAL]Bernie's Place

iBECKER COUNTY SECURITY NOTICE:

This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before clicking on any links or attachments
and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please contact support.

............................................................................................................................................................................................

My vote is NO. With building construction in such a remote area will eliminate alot of wildlife habit and grazing. Please
consider the safety of the elderly and children in area. With this being in a remote there's alot of gunfire during hunting
season. This could cause a issue with the vet's going nuts. Also i don't want to see the area become destroyed
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Hello,

This email is concerning the proposed shelter that will be going by Shell lake. While a veterans home is a nice idea, | do
not believe this is the place to have it. Placing a shelter like that in the middle of no where raises lot of concerns such as
the ability to get medical or police out there in a timely matter would be near to impossible, the people that live in this
area are a tight nite community and having a bunch of random homeless people coming and going would be a safety
concern. Sometimes veterans or homeless people can have some forms of mental health issues or can suffer from PTSD
and there is no clinics near this area to aide if need be. | would not feel comfortable having my children around an area
like this if this does go through. Please reconsider the location for this facility.

-Concerned citizen

Hello, This is to support the creation of living space for needy veterans in our very community.
I am sure | would have questions if it were to be in my back yard or neighborhood, even concerns.
It seems important for this project to be a success, and that means a well thought out plan with good oversight and

supportive services for the community on baoth sides, the veterans and residents.
We as a society get really bad marks on how we have treated war wounded veterans in past times. This is a great

chance to correct those mistakes and give our veterans the respect and help they deserve.

Bruce Engebretson
Osage
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ena County Vete
wad Service Officer rans
David A Anderson
415 Jefferson Street South
Wadena MN 56482
(218) 631-7617

01/31/2024
To: Becker County Planning and Zoning Commission
Subject: Bernie's Place, Tiny Homes Veterans Village

I David A Anderson Veterans Service Officer for Wadena County and in support of
Bernie's Place, Tiny Homes Veterans Village. I believe this a worthwhile project to help
homeless Veterans on the road to recovery and fransition to a sustainable living
environment.

Thank You

Q/ srat—

David A Anderson
Wadena County Veterans Service Officer

Dear Representative Bradbury,

As a member of the League of Women Voters and a Becker County resident, I'm writing to encourage you to support the rezoning needed to establish the Veterans' Housing Project. | am a daughter
of veterans and have seen first-hand the need to support them and honor their service long after the uniform has been worn. | support these tiny homes with the accompanying services and
transportation as a way to give back to these vets.

Please support the rezoning of Bernie's Place in order for this important work to continue.

Warmest regards,
Jenn (Maslyn) Johnson

Good Afternoon, Nicole,

| want to express my appreciation to the Becker County Planning Commission for considering the impact that the MAHUBE-OTWA's proposal for Tiny Homes will have helping homeless veterans find
a place of refuge in this beautiful natural setting. We are excited to be able to continue our mission of providing safe places for the homeless to live while getting back on their feet. We have been
fortunate to have this property donated to us for this expressed purpose. Our Board and 5taff have worked diligently to come up with a proposal that we feel will benefit all our communities. We
realize that this proposal has some controversy. As a township supervisor in Hubbard County |, also, do realize concerns from local citizens and take them seriously. The MAHUBE-OTWA Board of
Directors has discussed some of these concerns and will be working with citizens to allay their concerns.

Please relay to the Becker County Planning Commission our thoughtful planning, support, and direction for our Tiny Homes project.

Theora Goodrich

MAHUBE-OWTA, Board of Directors, Chair
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Thoughts regarding Bernie’s project. {é%/é ks ﬂ;t A,/v,.%z /—ﬂ>

- Many who are “homeless” are that way because of medical or emotional issues.
- The project site is 20 miles from any place where they can get help.

- They are usually in need of work — again 20 miles from jobs.

- If you are homeless—do you have a vehicle to get to that 20 miles?

- Who pays for services - garbage removal for example.

- Who is responsible for road maintenance.

- Who will maintain buildings?

- The project would make sense if it was a few miles from Park Rapids or Detroit Lakes-

Not the 20 miles.

287
288

56



289

BECKER COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Todd Glander * Sheriff

OFFICE: 925 Lake Avenue IAIL 1428 Stony Roaod
Detroit Lakas, MN 56501 Detrait Lakes, MIN 56501
Phone 218-847-2661 « Fax 218-847-1604 Fhone 218-B47-2939 . Fax 218-846-2580

January 31, 2024

Becker County Planning Commission,

The Sheriff's Office received correspondence looking to support the project being called “Bernie’s Place”
which will support homeless veterans in our communities, As a Sheriff's Office, we currently have
and have had several veterans as part of our staff. We also work closely with our local Veteran's Service
Office and frequently have contact with Veterans. We could not be more proud to employ, serve, and
support those who have chosen to serve our country in such an honorable way and the sacrifices that go
with that service. We support this project of bringing a place to better serve those Veterans who are in
need of service from the country they served.

However, we do not support the location of this project. This project has been called “Bernie’s
Place”, in reference to the property owned by Bernard “Bernie” Crotts. His property is located
at 44570 Schoolhouse Road. The Dispatch and Patrol staff at the Sheriff's Office are very
familiar with this location due to numerous disturbance calls at this residence and many have
voiced their concerns in how that relates to this project. The property is subject to 46 calls for
service in roughly 5 years. Several of those calls have resulted in arrests. The project being
proposed is described as follows: “The unique features include: safe and dignified shelter, a strong
partner with the natural environment as a trauma-informed approach, and private space for
individuals or couples to focus on themselves first.” While on the surface this concept looks like an
incredible opportunity for those Veteran’s, several staff members at the Sheriff's Office including
myself have raised concerns that the environment at Crotts’ is one that there is a distinct possibility
could actually expose trauma to those staying there based off of our knowledge of the disturbances
and the volatility at this residence. The project being proposed is to help those Veterans. Asan
agency, we believe there is a high likelihood of this location having the exact opposite effect of the
proposed benefits being discussed. This information is public and can be obtained through a data
request to our agency.

We also have concerns with his living environment at the Crotts residence. The calls our Deputies
have responded to have shown that those living there do not take care of the residence, do not live
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BECKER COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Todd Glander * Sheriff

QFFICE: 925 Lake Averue JAIL 1428 Stony Rood
Detroit Lekes, MN 56501 Detrait Lokas, MIN 56501
Fhone 218-847-2646) « Fax 218-847-1604 Phona 218-BA7-2939 « Fax 218-846-2580

in a sanitary environment, and have little to no value for the property. The road to the house is not
maintained, significant garbage is strewn about the property, the floors inside the residence are
down to the sub-floor, the sheetrock has been removed from the walls, the house has animal feces
inside of it and the smell is horrendous. While we understand that money will fix up this property,
past behavior dictates future conduct. If this project goes through and all new construction
provides a beautiful property and facilities for those Veterans, it is our belief that this property will
again fall into disrepair, unsanitary conditions, and an environment that is not a benefit to those
Veterans due to an indifference to the value of the infrastructure already shown.

Lastly, while the intent is to have a secluded space in a natural environment setting for the
Veterans, those veterans will need services. There are no services available in this area of Becker
County for basic needs. This location puts it approximately halfway between Park Rapids and
Detroit Lakes for food, toiletries, services, as well as response from our Emergency Services. While
no on can predict the future, given the volatile environment already at this property, feel it highly
likely that we will be called to this location in the future.

To reiterate, we fully support the efforts of implementing this program, but felt it prudent to make
you aware of historical issues at that residence you may or may not have been aware of and ask
that you take this information into consideration when making a decision on the location of this
project. We ask that you at least consider a different location for this project that will better benefit
those you intend to serve. The goal of this project is to better serve those Veterans. We feel that
this project is best served at a different location.

Sincerely, )
=g s i
(;;———_;‘b \dqz:—a~'3 #é’/cg\

Chief Deputy Shane Richard #6102
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293  The applicant tabled the application.
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296  *Since the January 31°%, 2024, Hearing, this application has been withdrawn*
297

298

58



299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316

Other Business:
) Tentative Date for Next Informational Meeting: February 21%t, 2024; 8:00 am; 3" Floor
Meeting Room in the Becker County Courthouse, Detroit Lakes, MN.

Since there was no further business to come before the Board, Aho made a motion to
adjourn. Hall second. All in favor. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm.

David Blomseth, Chairman Jeff Moritz, Secretary

ATTEST

Kyle Vareberg, Zoning Administrator
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